THE 


STABLE TRVETHS 


|. OF THE KIRK 
REQVIRE A SV: 
TABLE BEHAVIOUR. 


- Holden forth by way of SE RAMONX upon 
1, Tw. 3.Verſ. 14. 1g, delivered by Mr. 
Willem ' DoWglas PROFESSOR of Di- 
rvinity in Kings Coltedge, i in the Vai- 
verlity of Aberden, before the pro- 
 vinciall Synod of Aberdeney, 
AeRIL 18. 1659. 


Pſal.-25. $+ Leade mee in thy truth, and teach mee: Wh 
Pial. 50.2 Hrs and io him that orderech his com« 
everſation aright, will I she'athe ſalvarion of God, 
Zohn 17. 17, Sar&tfie _ through thy truth : 
thy word « truth, 
AR..26. 25. But be ſaid, » am not mad moſt noble 
Feſtus, but ſpeak forth the Woras of t erurh and ſo- 
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Som Eſcepes to be thas amended, 
Page, 18. lin. 3. readeevervats. andl. 35. r. then ie is 8. pag. 
39.1. z9 r. propoſe, pag. 23.1. 30.r, declerations, pag, 26. 1. 5+ 
8. infalliblie. pag. 28.1 27. adde che word by. pag, 29. |. 18. 


Ls 


x. concluding. pag 34-1, 4- r. concernment. ibid. 1. 37. r, ynue- 
+3 | 


eefarns. pag. jv. 


9:5 inveigh. pag. 43-1. 2b r, feed, 
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To the Right- Honourable and his ſingular 
good Lord, My Lord Duff, the Author 
- Wiſheth ſuch ſufficiencie of Grac<.Þp, a5 may 
| briog to fulneſſe of Glory, 


T* true Pety, if high eſtceme of Learning and rae Rel. 
L 2102, if loye tothe forme of ſound words holding our 
ſaving trueths, if due reſpeR ro the faithull carinifters of 
CHRIST, if well purchafed Honour, if clofe walkine 
withG 0 D, if ingenuous and honelt aZFings for the good . 
Or v Causs, may be ſtrong inducementsto make vieof 
ſuch a Patron: then for all thele jointly, ler mee be bold 
humbly co.defire, to preſent the following. thoughts to 
publick view, under the Parrecivies of your L, honou-. 
1able Namey. When theſe graces in your L. have in- 
dearcd you, to all the Lovers of precious trueths in theſe 
parts, then why not mee alſo? Ir was the carneſt deſire 
of ſome Reverend and godly Miniſters both by word and 
writte_. that my thoughts upon theſe verſes 14 15- of 7. 
Tim. Chap. 3. ſhould bee publiſhed; wherein, though 
through much weaknes I confeſle, I have endeavoured to 
 Vindicat & cleare diverſe precious ſaving traeths, which 
to make out, ic behoved me to inlarge ſome points more 
fully, then were in Sermoesn delivered; wherein my chiefe 
aime hath been, the juſt oppoſing of Popery and other 
Novations, the Aſſertors and Fomenters whereof with a 
mouth full and foule, have poured our all manner of 04» 
toquie_ and Contempt upon Goſpel-trueths, and the holy 
Miniſtery, fo to render both ediows, v/cleſſe & ineffeitualTs 
which with our own preſent Ce/4neſſe and O—_ 
1n the things of GOD, and the nor liſting of needleſſe 
debates , together with our barrenneſſep, and walking un- 
ſutable, and behavienr wnarſverable tothe Gosr nz of 
ESE — 
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CHRIST, ſpeak no lefle thenthe removing of rhe Candle- 

feick; or ſome great eclipſe of. Religion among us. I have 
ſhunned all juſt offence in owning theſe erverks; if any 
charge sſþeritie_, let theſe know, that were it not, Thet 
love covereth many blemiſhes, much more might have been 
ſpoken. If any profeſle «nſa1isfa7ion in ſome things here, 
let merell them, That 7 ſpeak the trath in CHRIST, that I 
am for peace, but doth not ſeek to pleaſe men. I ſhall ſpare to 
adde more; onely this, 1 hatrecommendirg this Treatiſe 
both to your L, favourable «cceprence, and judicious Cem. 
fares: and hoping that your L. will regard the ſubſtice 
of matter, & accept the minde of the oferer. Irecomend 
Four L. to the rich Grace of GOD. who hath called yours 
rhe unfained love of thctructh, and & able 1 preſerve you 
unblameable therein ie the end, 1 do ſubſcribe my ſelf 


| Your L, moſt humble ſervant 
in the Lord; 


Hr, Willem Dowglas. 


_ At old Aberdeves 
Arch 30, 1669» 


SERMON 
Delivered by Mr. / Villiam Dowglas 


ProxessoR of Divinity in Kings 


{olledge-, before the Provinciall Synod of ' 
 ABERDENE, cAprile 18.1659. 
Upon 


I. Tix. Verf. 14.15. 


Theſe_ things write 1 unto thee, hoping 10 come vn- 
ro thee ſhortlie_. | | 
But if I tarry long, that thou mayeſt know , how thou 
onghtet to behave thy 7h in the houſe of GOD, 
Which « the Church of the living G 0 D, the pillar 
and ground of the trueth, | 


NA. =, N this firſt Epiſtle, The Apoſtle worthily acqui- 
ET zz Ceth bimſelfe three weyes. Firſt, as a Paſtor in- 

SS), itruQing Timorby, both anent the right erndof 
the Law : as alſo what Gofpel-Trweths areto bee 
tavglit, profeſled , and practiſed, and withall 
22 vwtging bis proficiencie in them, as in Chap. 1. 


and 2, Secondly, as a Propher, fortelling dangeraus approache 
ing times, ſad Apoſtaſie, torall oc- partially as Chap. 4. &c. © 
: Thirdly, as an poſe, preſcribing Rules anent the cconomie 
of the trne Viſible Church, and emitting Canons anent Office» 
Þdearers, Biſhops and Deacons inthat Church, as in*hap. 3. of 
T. 54.6: RT, \ + which 


© Theftabletiuatbrof the Kirk 


which the.Terr is. 


Diviſonof - 


tbe Text, 


Ferſ. 14. 
dipided inte 
9 


To firt, are 
three. 
2; 
writting for 
what. 


Namely for 
three. 


In it are two points conſiderable, I. a Reſon why he ifſucs 
out this Direfory, which is, That he might know how 7c, II. U- 
pon the mentioning of his ſatable behavigur, wee.have an ele- 
gint d:ſcription of the Church, by way of Commendation, in 
chaticis, The houſe of GO D-&Fe. the ground of tracth, a Sum- 
marie of which Trueths we have verſe i6. 

As for the firſt ſer down in verſ. 14. and beginning of verf. 


r5.in ittwo remarkable points are expreſſed. f, The-courſe he - 


taketh being abſenr. Theſe thmgs write I unto thee. 2, The way 
—; = my co ſupplie that, hoping 40 come wnto the ſhortly. Bus 
EF. 5; | 
In: the Firſt againe, I ſhall ſhortly take notice but ofcheſe 
three, I The Courſe, is writing, Il. Who dozth weice? 11, 
Who ic is hee writes unto. | | 
As to the ficit; Scripcurall Writcings are for three, 1. For 
Zemoriall duration, ſee ſai. 30. $. Exod. 17.14, 2. For Ad- 
monition, excitation. and Chriſtian edification, ſee 1.Cory. 10.11, 
IT.Pet.;.1, and 1.fohe 2. 14. 20, 3, Forthe due regulating. 
of Faith and manners, as fob. 5. 39. fob. 20. 31. FF.Tim. 3. 15. 
16, ( Whence we may colle&, of what ſingular uſe for Unicie 6c 
Concord were the Encyclickes of the Antient Kirk. ). called by 
AuG.asT. Compmicetoria literes But paſſing this, I the cather noce 
the Ends of the Diviae writes to ſtoppe Srappletons foule mouth, 


'( Who Corry. 4. 4: 5. ) preferceth the Word: unwritten, to the: 


Writterw, forthree Reſpets. 2. For Authority, in that the Un- 
written Word, may define againſt che Written. 2, That the Un- 


- writcen Word is of greater certanty for determinations of Faith, 


I. 
Who writes 


- 3+ That'the Materialls propoſed in 'the Unwritten Word are 


more excellent, then theſe in the Wrietten Word, The very tope- 
tition of which blaſphemies may be a juſt refutation of chew, *' 

As cothe Second. Fhisis andeniable,thatit belonged to the A- 
poſtolick fun@&ion, to emittRules for the Charch, both in gene- 
rall, asalſoin particular, Here briefly take notice of thfee, 1, It 


Note three. bslongedco Apoſtalick jerifdiction, to regulate Evangelifts and 


I, 


Paſtors, borh in theit tixed-refidenc&s, ſo we have ic Tin, 15. as 


- alfo in their neceſfarie excurſions and delegations: for although: 
(as GulleÞ. q. 4. Miſcelk wellnotes ) for latitude the office of 


Y 


the Erangeliit was commentarable wichchavot an peſo, yer 


a» ook 
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rbquire 4 ſutable Behavioar. 3 
fo they were not for power of Commiſſion or juriſdiftion. 2. 
is, That accordingly Paxl indeavoursto be uſefull now, that is, 
by Epiſtolick C6miffion co ſupply the want of his Perſonall pre- 
fence, comforts and conference, Thus the Fathers of the antient 


kirk did, asfaid is: and this is to leſſon us now, that as occaſion 
is otfeced from Pcovidence, weimitate bim-in this, 3. is, That 


>D 


hence I finde no warrant for Rorvan-Reſcripts or papall Decreralls 


now; for it w2re ia conſequent co argue from the power of A. 


Dayes wer that Rowandelegations to fifter Churches, as to Cay+ 
thage, Antioch, + Millan, Alexandria were wholſome , bat the 
caſe is altered, asis well noted by Spalate, lib. 4. cap. 12, Rep. 
eccl. 2c olim fuit legstio ſana, poſtes valetndineria, tandern mor « 
144 fats. Firlty, it was ſound, then languid, laitly dead and null. 

As for the-Third, «nro thee, whether ro him asan Evangeliſt, 
oras an ordinarie Paſtor at Eenesus: it mattersnot much, On- 
lie chis, he as an inferiour, was to receive Orders from a pateſta«- 
tive Saperiour, asthe ſame -Spal. writes /.4. cap.I- 7 uſtin Martyrs 
and Be74 hold him oat as the. Lngel of the Church of Epheſus, 
or chat hs was A oderator, Biſhops and Preſident, amonglt the 
Elders there. I ſhill now onely :marke what good account Pant 
gives ofhim in Scripewre: And firſt (ee his Ligege, birth-and bree- 


ding, Il. Tim. x.5.ſecondly, bis Calling, II. Tim. 4. 5. thirdly, 
bus gifts and 4bilitiesr, IL Tim. 1.6, I, Tim. 3.15. I. Tim. 3.14. 


Fourthly, hs diligence and fedelitiein imploy ments, ſee Phil. 2. 
20. Fifchly, his Frift walking infiauated, I. Tim. 5. 25. Whence 
I note this, Where all cheſe concurre, it is an evident figne of an 
inward CaLL. The cM a1eburg. Centur. lib. 2.Crm. 1, cap. 3. 


hold, as others alſo, That Hee, with On:/rmxe, & Dion, Areopag. 


Ire executedatRoMe by Domiriaus command, 

Uſe to be made hereof, is this; Since Paul wrices co bim, then 
Timothy malt ceads this ſcripe. both ro make bim wiſetoſalvatio, 
as alſo to behave himſelf as becomes.in Gods houſe, Are not all 
ſcriptures Gods epiſtles to men? fo Auguſt, on.plal. go. The ſerip- 
ture i Goas letter dated from that ("it 'y, to.which as pilgrames wee tra- 
ell. The firit Nigen Conuncel decreed, That no Chriftian want @ 
Bible, CHrYSUST. 3 Hom. on LaJar, bids the people rake the 


.. Buble andreade it. HERON in the epitaph of Pavl, andin his c- 
| piltle, $0 Ler4, Theedora G66. affirmeth it ro ve wnlawfill for women 


'p>ottolick Delegntions to thac of che preſent Rowan ryrannicall, 


IT. 
Ts whom? 


|» 
Who hs was 


Uſe. 


A 2s ro 
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2, 
hys purpoſe. 


why to come 


Perſs 15. 


4 The Fable trueths of the Kirk 


to be ignorant of the ſcriptures, or that one day ſhould paſſe without 
learning ſometh:ng ont of them daylie. Whoſe teſtimonies I the 
rather cice egzinit theſe two moſt erroneous bold afertions cf 
the Icſuite Sreplerow, ReleA. Cone. 5.9.3.4. 4. Firſt, That rho 
Tranſlation of Scriptures @ the ſeminarie of berifie. 2. That the rea> 
ding of ſcriptures ty the Laicks is impiox and pernitions. O heavens 
be aſtoniſhed at this! | 

The INTENT is, to come ſhortly to them... Anent this ccmpara- 
tive T&x400, I note that ſome av Aretins referre it vnto his writ* 
ting, bur others to the neareſt, Eris comming, But the maine Ob- 
ſerve of Critiques here, is, Thatthis Comparative addeth wuch 
co the ſimple ſignification of the abſolute; ſo it is, 7ob. 13-27. 


. ſo AR. 25. 10. x&NNior. fo [1.Tim. 1.17, g®s0aioTHWv. Since 


then wee finde his Reſolve is for Epheſus, the queſtion is, Did 
bee indeed by a lecall motion retwrueto it? Although lome forthe 
affirmative ground on the words A. 18, 23. yettbe moſt are 
for the negative. and if ſo, yet his /wrent is rationall, and for 
good vie, as is well obſerved ty judicious Calvis, and learncd 
Dana. as 1. toreprefic inſolent and contumacicus Spirits, and 
co ſober their minds, vpon the ſrppoſall of bisſpeedy returre. 
2. To refreſh the preſent incumbent, with a ccmfortable bope, 
of injoyir'g his perſonall preſence tocaſe and relieve bim. 3. To 
excite Tiz.otby and ſticre him vp to further diligence to, ard at- 
tendance cn his (allng, lee the like I.Timm. 4.13. 4. Toden.6- 
ſtrat Pa#/s centinued care of the welfare of all the Churches of 
Chriſt. Now tothisverſ, 15. beeſubjoines a Prov 150, If bi 
occaſional affaires ſhould retard him : yetinthe interim, make vſe 
of this written Direftory, 

Now theſe words, Burt if [ terry long. are very well rendered 
by Chryſoſt. on the place chbus, Whether [ ceme ſooner or later, or in 
Providence wot at all, yet by theſe I minde thee of thus, Bow To BE- 
Wavs Tart SELF &c, do thou duty, follow theſe precepts thus ſet 
down, or further t6 be ſet down, applicable to all Paitors & Churches, 
« 10 Timotby «nd Epheſus. Here wee may take notice of thoſe 
tw9, 1, bythis jay, wee ſee his promiſed returne.to be condi- 
tionall. but not abſolute,as is well noted by Efims, tAwila ay. 
rewv'ef 551 ſayeth (hryſoft. onthe place. Forthovgh all prima- 
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2. O0h;. 


is 413 oſt. 


I. 
The end of 
writtinfe 


2, 
A deſert 
tion of t 


Objett, 


Io 
The bonſe 
of God. 


Three-feld 
hons of God 


*. 
Maieriall, 
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I. King. 8.ordainedasan adminicle co advance Preyer, praiſe & 
Of this hon ſacrifices in it. On: Sedgwich On pſel. 23. mantaines this eo 
b. p « be Gods honſe, both far operation aad for ſeparation, in thas 

ar theſe p 7 divine duties and ſervices are performedinit, and ſoro be ſer a 
lok 2. p part, as notto bea Stable or an Aile-houſe. The primitive Chci- 
_ Nv + [tians, afrer the pablick peace of Chriſtendome, ſutably had 
cC1,4-14* their Auditories and Oratories. which the Grecigns and Letines. 
called Bafilics, and Dominice. 2. Is the Caleſtiall, whereof we 

2. we reade 2. Cor, 5.1.2. and fob, 14.2. 3. Is the Spiricuall, yer 
Czleftiall.) Milicant, the true Charch on earch, both viſible and inviſible; 
- _ this is here, andof chis houſe,arcalſotheſe places, Heb. .2.6. 
Spiritnall, F. Pet. 4.17. Pſal. 69.9. Luk, 1.27. £pbeſ. 2.19. Gal. 6.10. This 
is that houſe where furneſſe is. pſal.36.8. this is that houſe whee 

ſ#tisfying goodueſſe is, pſal. 65. 4, this ts chat houſe of David, luk, 

1.33. Chis is that houſe bx;lt on the Recke, Match, 7, 24, this is 

thac houſe where holineſſe i ſeemly plal. 93.5. here wee twguires 

pſal. 27-4. bere he remains by erdinences and his Firit, ſce 7, cor. 

# 3.16. 1.Cor.6.19. I1.Cor,6.16, AugaFine yet further holds 

our the reſemblancethus, x. A houſsbath the grouzd, the walls, 

the roofe, ſothe Church hath ſa robe grounded upon, bope to 

bee erected by, and love that covereth, &cc. 2. A great houſe 

hach ſeverall Offi:e-beerers, ſo bhaththe Church, /7. (or, 12.28, 

Epheſ. 4+ 11.12, 3. Agreas mans houſe, hath veſſels and veen- 

files of all, and forall ſorts. Now as God is a great Honſftolder, 

Macth. 20. r. ſo hath-he in the Catholick Viſible Charch, veſſels 

of diverſe frames, 77. Tim. 2.20. 4. Ina great houſe is provi- 

ſion for young and old, pooreand rich, weake and ſtrong : ſo it 

Flarke the if this houſe, ſee Fob, 5. 12. 13.14. [. Pet. 2.2. Matth. 15.26, 
arke ' 7, 5. In a great houſe, ehers is but one Head and Lord : (0 

| 6.06 hereit is; Epheſ. 33-22. Eph. 5.24. Col, 1,18, ; 
Bat yer farther co inlarg2 the point, marks the great d:fs- 
a rences berween G2ds Houſe and our houſes in theſe. xr. Our 


HT. honſes keeps and defend os: but God keeps and defends His 
.To Houſe, ofa, (21. 3.5.6. pſal. 12y. 2, 1ſ«i. 40. 2. Iſai. 27.2, 3. it 
=" is nat with G2ds houſe as with chat of dagorts, I. Sam. 5. 4+ 


Ze 2. Oar bouſes locally comprehend us, bat no houſe coprehends 

+ : God,as L. Kines8. 27. 4 Wer may beabſeat from our houſes 
4 

3+ «elſwhere: bur it is noe ſo here, ſee pſel. 24. 1. Zfarth. 28, 20, 

Iſai. 43-2. Heb, 13-5. 5. The trongett of our houſes, they de» 
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"requare & ſutable Behaviour, 7 
cay, weare away, andare periſhing, as wor, 6.11. Pſal.49.It, 
x2 : but not ſo here. All erue Members of this lower houſe, of 
Afilitant Church, though now they be Y/atores, ſhall be of the 
»pper hoxſe, or of che Triamphant Charch, and Cenyprebenſores, 
ſee pſal. $4. it. The Lord will give grece «»d glory. 6. Ohow 
farre is this Hows ſurpaſſing alſche magnifick Straftures, all the 
ſumptuous fabricks of che moſt curious and exquiſite Architetts 
of chisworld? if wee either regard the erninene Seraft are, the 

ſuuation, the accomodation, the comrivement,the durenon, the per- 
feftion of ics beauty, fee pſal., 87. Iſai, 26. 1,2. Heb. £1, 10, Rey. 
21, 8c. Never talk of che Perſian Hifþa, the Ethiopian #- 
mare, the Egyptian Pyramids, the Adrian Afole, orthe Loren7o 
in Spey&-, for in compariſon wich this, They ere but as the drope 
of the bucket compared to the ſta, Or 4s the dſt of the ballance cons« 
pared to the whole carth, 

Now in ſo much, That ſutable to this Houſe of God, dehayieny 
is required; my firſt vſe is this. 

Laboure to be within this houſe. Do as David, pſal. 23.5. I witl 
dwell in it for ever. This is the Mother of #9 all, This mult be to us 
as the Ark of Noah; not onelytobein it, bat abide in it, fee Job. 
15.6.7. 1. feh.2.19. Away with ſeparation needleſſe and vn- 
jaſt; IT isa good wordofCrex ans, He that hath not the Church 
for his Mother, be hath not God for bu Father, 

' - If we be Members of this Houſe, ic ſhall be our beſt behaviour to 
carry ſo as becomes che houſe wee are come off. Let us look ont 
like veſſels of honoxr, fitted for the Maſters uſe. a peeviſh or a ran- 
ting behav:owr argaesa veſſel! of diſhowour. Remember that pi 
93. 5. Holineſſe becorves thy hauſe O Lord! itis good word of Ne- 
bemiah, chap. 6. verſ, 11. Shawld ſuch a man as 1 flee? Shonld one 
inrolledin che King of heavens Family carry baſeſly, idlely, di- 
viſtvely ? Remember who are without, Revel. 22.15. &c. If civill 
carriage bee much required and looked after in a great mans 
hoaſe, how much more is cheiftian and ſpiricuall bebavieur £e- 
quired in chis great Lords Houſe ? 

Then in particular, Lec each Member minde the welfare and 
ſtanding of Gods hoaſe, 4uguftine being interrogated how this 
fhould bee, Anſwered, Orando, juvandi, condelendo, congaudendo; 
for which aRs, ſee theſe ſcriptures pſal. 122. 9. 7.8. 9. wor, 


. 6.6, Kon. 12.ty, I.(or. 12.26. pſal, 42. 4. pſal. 27. 4. &c. Our 
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greateſt joy and glory ſhall be tocontribute our calents hither, 
£0 repaire breaches, to reſtore paths todwellinw, : 

Then in ſpeciall, Let Miniſters looke to their behavionr in this 
houſe. No houſe requires ſo wiſe and faitbfull ſervants as this 
doth. Remember theſe paſſages, Aatth. 25.2123. Luk. 12,42. 
1.Car. 4.2. Werethon but a deore-keeper in Gods houſe, im- 
prove thy talent to His praiſe and che Churches good. Marke 
Adoſes, bis commendation; That hee was faithfull 1nall the houſs 
of God as a ſtryant-, Heb 3.2, Why was 7chojada ſo horourably 
buried ? was it not becaule, hee had done good in the houſe of the 
Lord, Il. Chron. 24. 16, The greateſt Elegium and Comendation 
that Theodeſizes could get of Ambroſe in his Fenerall was tbaty, 
dying bee was more carefull of the Churches good, then of ks Crown, 
Family or Pofterny O Remember both the parts of that promiſe 
and n Axa. ſer down, Adatth. 24. 45. 46.&c. 

If Miniſters would give notice of 200d behaviour in Gods 
houſe, then let them learneto behave themſelves wiſely in their 
owne hcuſes; as Pas/inſinvateth 7.Tim. 3.4. O that wee could 
Jearreto beas David, who pſal. 104, 2. ſaieth, / will walk 1nmy 
howſe, with a perfelt heart: but not to follow El: his example, 
I.Sam. 4.13, Hu ſonnes made themſelves vile , and he reftrained 
ther wot, This might be laid co many of our doors, a good father 
and a good paſtor are very comely. 

If we are to behave our ſelves ſnotable to this houſe, then avoids 
diviſive motions, or ſchiſmaticall behavicor, ſe Rows. 16, 17. If 
a Repoblicke, or Army, or a City, or the rulers of a Ship be dis 
vided, the ſequel is ruine. Aatchiavels rule was, divide et impera, 
Our Lord irfinuatetd this, ark 3.25. O ſad is that word of 
Fſicah, chap. 7. 7! Good was that ſaying of Gregor, Nazang, 
Tore euouxrs tives 6 uotby gs, that is, That we thiok, 
ſpeake, and do the ſame. 0odoZie Kgy oppercic apts One in 
zadgement: and in affeQion allo. 

. Since our behaviour is fo looked upon, as it correſponds and 
keeps due proportion with this Meraphoricall houſe, the true 
viſible Churcb, then our behaviour muſt not bee to glory in the 
outward ſhew and pompe of a:glorious Temple. I deny not, but 
of old, Alters were piouſly erccd, the Tabernacle reared up, the 
Tompl; finiſhed, Synagogaes built, Kirks and Cells continued as 
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require a f| utable Bebwviour, 9 
adminicles of divine worſhip in the publick meetings of the 
ſaints: yet when theſe mceting places become defines of 
theeves, and cadges of uncleannefle,it is juſt with God, to af. 
front them, as be did Shiio, and the Temple, ſee Ter, 7.4. 14, 

Here I cannot but meete with that ſophiſme of BxLLazm, 
The Kirk _u «a howſe, ſayes he, and one honſe hath bat oneRetor,who 
can be this but Peter and bs; ſnecceſſorrsÞ ANSW., 1, grifit all this, 
what is it forthe preſent Roman Brſhope? this isbut beggerie. 
2, Make Peter that one Refor ( which is deryed byns) yetT 
deny that he is head or fpoſe of the Church, 3, (yprien makes 
a berter vſe of that Reftorſhipe, who epiſt, 67. ſayes, We aremany 
Paf#tors, yet we feed but one flocks which the Lords, Epiſcopatus 
"Un eſt, cujmi a ſingulss in ſolidum pars tenetar; but of this more 
hereafter, 

Next followes the ſecond branch of his Commendatory, The 
Church of &c. Where we are firtt co explicate this other Predi- 
cation Or denomination, then gives ſome uſes of our bebayiowr to 
the things ſodenominated. 

'If any inquire here, what Church is meaned ? I anſwere both 
the Catholick and each particular, the true Viſible and the In- 
viſible, the Kirk Efſentiall, and Organick, the Kirk Nationall,6&& 
Domeſtick,the Antient and Moderne, the Orientall 8 the Oc- 
cidentall, the Kirk moreor leſſe pure, For each of theſe ſo long 
as they adhere to revealed trxeths, and remaine joyned to the 
baſe, ſo faree they are The (burches of the living Goa, his bedy, his 
ſponſe, Now what is added ? This z5t/e is added, both for giſtin= 
Qion, and for demonſtration; Astothe firſt, This is to diffe- 
rencethe Owner of the Kirk, 1. from that which never lived. 
2, from chat alſo, which thoogh ic was, or is living, yet it is but 
mortall. 3, yea from thatalſo, which fo liveth, as not ſubje&ro 
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mortality, as the Devill: or as ſome learned Divines more clear- | 


ly hold out thus, 1. There be diy depatats and reparati, as pſal.$2, 
G. I have ſaid, yee are gods. 2, there te dij fittitij or manufatti,; 
dead gods or Idols, pſal;138.15. &c, 3, there be dij ſeuſnales, as 
of tbefe, whoſe gods ther belly, phil. 3.19. 4. there be dij uſnr- 
pautety as the devils, II. Cor. 4.4, the god of this World: but none 
of theſeis the living G O D. It had been good for theſe, if they 
had never lived. This limication is mainely in oppoſition to 
chcſe falſe gods, whoſe piftares invented and framed by humane 
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10 The Fahle trueths of the Kirk 
bratne, were adored and ſacrificed unto, in the heathen Tears 
ples; as if Pax/upon this very account ſhould urge a reverend 
and holy behaviour in Timothy, becauſe he was an Office-bearer 
not in Diana's Temple, orin 7upiters Capitoll, nor in the houſe 
of Dagon- or Bell, nor in the Synagogue of Satan, but inthe 
Church of che Living G O D.. Then, ſecondly, for demonſtra- 
tion, that is, what a liivg God this Owner is both formally and 
effeQually, which Schoolmen well explain, when chey ſay, That 
God &« life quidditative, intellefnall, interminable, eternall, ſimple, 
immxatable, incommunicaile infinite and perfet, grounding vpon 
theſe words, 1.Tim. 6.16. As alſo who gives life, 1. The Univer 
fall, as A, 17. 28, then the rationall, as Gey. 1.26. fer. 38. 16. 
Pſal. 32.8. Iſai. 28.26. Pſal. 36. 9. then the ſupernatarall life, 
as when heis called oxr life, ſee Col. 3.3.4. Galat. 2.20. I.Pet.1., 
23. both cheſeare nole(le well explained by Marianuw YViftorin?, 
lib. 4. againſt che Arians; upon theſe words of oh. chap, 1. 4. 
in him was life, and his life was the light of men. Vivers Dei non ej 
quale noſtrum, ſed eſt vivere ſummum, primum, fontaneum, 4 ſemet»= 
3pſo, eſt vivere ante omne vivere, ſ#i ſibs principium, onninm effetti« 
VWs VIVENLIAI Origo. | | 

The Title thus explained. The r. Obſerve may be this; Since 
the Churchis rhe Church of che living God, rhen it is indefe= 
Qible, hence it is called, the City of the Irving God, Heb, 12. 22+ 
this is from.his gracious aſfiitiog preſence, and: if it were other- 
wiſe, then there might have been a time ſappoſed, wherein no 
ſaving ztracths ſhould be revealed on earth, but there was never 
ſucha time, nor ſhall be, This our Afother never dieth. 

This T#/c is a great comfort to Believers, to living Membersy 
even.in the mid(t of che greaceſt and ſaddeſt Revolutions, in the 
time of their greateſt preſſures & ſufferings; Mark to this, thas 
of fob, chap. 19.25. andof Pſa. 18. 46, The Lord liveth, And fo 
much the more, if we ſaffer, becanſe we rruFt in.the living GOD, 
I. Tom. 4,10. 

Then beware toreproach the Living God. Let all Rabſhake's 
and Golia's looketo themſelves, ſee [.Sam. 17. 36. and 11. King, 
19. 4. O that ſcoffers and deriders of the ſacred Trinitie, would 
takethis ro heart ! 

Then whoſoever profeſſeth Memberſhip of che Church of 
the Living Gad, Leethzm learne to lrve 0 647, ROm, 14. ae 
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rbquire a ſutable Behaviour. 1 
this end, enter into this Kirk &y 4 new and living way, Heb.t0.20, 
Behave your ſelves as (hildren of the Living God, Rom. 9, 26. 
Carry as ſervants of the Living God, Dan. 6. 20. Thirſt for the Lis 
ving God, pſal. 42. 2, Offer your bodies @ living ſacrifice, Rom. 12. 
I. Truſt inthe living God, 1. Tim. 6. 17. Sweare by him that liveths 
Jer. 4.2. Fear the living God. Dan. 6.26, then worſhip him that [i= 
veth for ever, Revel, 4.9. Rev. 5.14. Then take heed of Apoſta- 
riſing from him, ſee Heb.10,31. If there bein us a Vitall princi- 
pall chat is indeed fpiritaall, then affuredly cheſe foreſaid Vicall 
operations are apparent; elfe it may be faid of us, as of the Angel 
of Sardis,Revel. 3. 1. Thou haft a name that thou liveſt, but thou art 
dead. They that are ſealed with the feale of the Living God, will 
yeeld frairgof holineſſe and happineſle, Reyel. 7.2. [1.Cor. 3.3- 

Letchis be in a ſpeciall way applyed co Miniſters, who are not 
Baals Prieſts; That all their atings beein a lively way, inthe 
Lord, and for the Lord. Alifeleſſe Miniſtry, cold and careleſſe, 
is a ſoul-Marthering office, Farre be it from us in our Miniſte= 
riall acquitralls, thac popiſh tenet, 3: now wwordet. It is marked 
of Chrift, Math. 7.29. That hetaught with Authority, and the 
happy iſfue of this is ſerdown, Afatth. 11. 5, which is well ren- 
dered, The poore ar evangeli7ed, that is, drenchedin ir, Thus Paul 
preached co the Theſſalonians, /.Theff, 2.3. Wee were bold in our 
God, to fpeake nnto them the GoFþell of Gan in mucb contentions. and 
tothe Coloſſ.chap.1. 28. Wee teach every man in all wiſdome, that 
we may preſent &e. Andyec to cleare this, marke theſs two no- 
table paſſages of Paw! in his powerfull preaching, to draw men 
feom vanicies and idols tothe Living God, ſee F.Theſ. 1. 9. For 
they themſelves ſhew what manner of eutring in we had unto you, aud 
how yee returned to God from your idols, to ſerye the trur aud living 
God. and that other, to this purpoſe; AF. 14.15. Sirs, we —_ 
wnto you, that yee (hynld tarne from theſe vanities, unto the living God. 
So ſhould wee now be moſt ſedulous roroot out in ſpeciall, che 
imbred ſeeds of Popery, in each of us by nature, And yer further, 
ther our behaviour may be ſutableto the church of che liping God), 
Marke that worthy eAFpeale of Paur,, as to this, [. Theſſ. 2. 10. 
Ts are witne(ſes and God alſo, bow holily, aud juſtly and uublameably 
wee behaved our ſelpes among you that beleeye, &'ce Here arethree 


; 


good Alverbs. 1. How holily, a Miniſter ſhould be Holineſſe to 


the Lord, indoed wich perſonal-holines, profeſſion-holines, holi- 


2 neſls 
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Uſe- 
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Wl | neſle, in his Family, and holines Vocationall, this is moſt requi- 
111 ſite, Sad was that ſpeech of a worthy bearer upon a graceleſſe 
ml | - Prracuzs. When hee is out of the Pulpit, I wiſh be never came a- 
 gaine into 3t, hets ſo profanc : but when he us in the pulpit, I wiſh thad 

| &* FA utver came out of it; he preaches ſo tothe life toothers, Then, kow 
| .. jafly, that is, wronging no mans sntere#, giving toeach in Gods 
| * family his portion in duc ſeaſon, revealing to thEthe whole Conn- 
| % ſell of God, applying in a wiſe way, Law-threars and Gofpel-pro- 
"> w1ſcs, giving both alees and cordials, bitter 6 ſweet as PATIENTS 
ftand in need of it. Thirdly, how nnblameably, PETER very well 
urges upon all, an holy aud honeſt converſation, 1,Pet. 1,15.1.Pet. 

| 2, 12, O how much more is this required ina Miniſter; which 
| "s.. moves Panl, I, Tim. 4.12, to defire T1M0THY to be a paterne to 
R | believers, in word, in purity, in faith, in ſhirit, in charity, in conver ſa= 
WW | ' + 8fon. our example being more viewed then our precepts; which 
| +, puts me in minde, of a ſad ſpeech of artianm Biſhope of Cen- 
Wi. . -.  Fantinople, xecorded by Socrates, lib. 5. cbap. 20. Hiſt. eccl.ardit 
C | F * Is this, After that he had ordained one Sabatizs to be a Preſtyter 
Wi in Pox Tus, and finding him afterward to judaize, to turne fa« 


* 3s Qtious and turbulent, and foſtring the ſchiſme of the quartadeci- 
WM |. + mani, he did burſt forth in theſe ſadexprefſions : World tothe 
'N + Lord, that I had laid my benas en briars and thornes, that day, 1 gave 
\ thee impoſiticn of hanas, thy carriage 6 ſs full of blame. 1 end with 
this humble Reguept, Let us all indeavour for tuch bekavicar as is 
ſacableto revealed tracths, as is ſutableto the power of godliveſſe,as 
is futable to theſe Ordinances we hold out to others, and as is ſu 

TIT Title, table to our boly profeſſien.-. | 
'M) The Þi/lax Now followes the laſt two 1i:les of that place, where Tizrorby 
| of trueth, His behaviour muſt bee The pillar aud greand of the truah, New of 
| this are three different referexces. 1. Some referre them to 75- 
'W: motby,as if he were the grounndand pillar of the tructh, thus Leigh. - 
A is and ('hilingswerth. apply tele titles, for ſo ſzey they, was Atta'zes 
| Called by Exſeb, lib, chap. x. for bis corſtant eMariyrec, bur 
this is not right, For this isthe predicate of the Church here, ard 
one is not a Church. 2, Scme referic ard joire theſe words to 
| the ſubſequent, verſ, 16, theſe materiall trueths beirg a Pillar, {0 
| Camero,ſo Heinfixe, ſoalſo eMareſ, t. 1. Contr. 5.ccntra Tirins 
By P. 163- 3. Mcſt ofthe ſoundeſt [niterpreters referretbis tothe 
| Anteceet, for which capic, the origina}l Greeke bath it, g7ir, 
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y7'ig, even referring to ixe, ſoisthelike Gal. 3.16. Itisthe 
' Church to which theſe two denominations belong. 

I ſhall ficſt ſpeak of this Pillar of erweth attributed to the Charch. 
IJ, of this ground of tryeth, why, and bow itis thas called, As for 
the firſt, I propoſe theſe. 1. What Church icis, that is this Pil- 
lar. 2, why the Church is ſo called. 3. I ſhall vindicatetbe 
place from foule «ſperſions, and falſe glofſesputopon it, Then 4. 
I ſhall raiſe ſome obſerves, and give ſome vſes of it. 

As to the firſt, co make the point more cleare, warke ſhortly 
and in general, for what vſcs Pillars are reared up. Wee reade in 
ſcripture, That they have been ereted for witneſſing, ſo Gen. 31. 
13.52, 2. For a Memoriall,ſo was Abſoloms pillar tor preſerving 
his memorie alive, 11. Sam. 18.18. 3. Pillarsare creed as an 
Ewbleme of a jadgement,ſo Gez. 19.26. 4. For Strengthning and 
ſopporting great buildings, ſo 7dg.16.29. 5. Weereade /.king. 
7. 21. that Solomon erected two pullars in the Tewple porch, cal- 
led ?achin and Boay, interpreted by the ſeventy Interp. KATH- 
Jews and 19/06, that is, Direflion and Proteftion-; or asotbers, 
Light and Integrity, They were as the Vrim and che Thummint-. 
purity of Doftrine, and ſanctity of /ife, a ſound faith and pure li- 
ving, a ſound h:ad, and charitable hads, ſound preceprs 8 good 
pratliſe, by the which God direReth & eſtabliſheth bis Church. 
6, Amonglt the Romans were Pillars ereted to Congueronrs,af- 
ter warres for Triumph, ſoin Forothere were new Obelsks, and 
in (amps Hartio, ſuch pillars and bigh Fatwes, Bur the piller 
here mentioned, is not a Aſateriall but « MH etepboricall, not a 
reall, but a figurative, not an Architeftonicall, but Politicall, not 
fimply but comparatively ſo, thatis, in reſpeR of men locking 8 
leaning toir. - 

_ As co the 9qreſtion firſt to bee anſwered, to wit, What is the 
Church that is this Pillar? I Anf. firſt in gererall. 1. Each true 
Church is this Psl/ar, yea each individual Believer is a pillar in 2 
ſound ſenſe, as Revel. 3.12, But, ſecondly, If the Oxerebee, to 
which this tribution chiefly and primarly belongs , that is, 
whether firſtly torche Catholick,or to the particular Churches? 
Then I anſwere thus, That ſince the Catholick Church is firſt in 
Divine Intention, and in Inflitution, andin Priyiledges, ard in Anu- 
thority, and ſo in Dignity and Perfeflion: yea and ſince the Fede- 
rall Promiſesare firſt made tothe Church Catholick, as is well 
D | 
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The fable trutths of the Kirk 
proven by 7, Hudſon, Henceit is, that I affirme, that the Ns:- 
tion, the denomination, the qual:fications of a pillar, do all belon 
primarly roche Church Catholick, Ic is well ſaid of ferome, even 
rothis very point, Orbis major eff urbe. This is a cleare truech, e- 
very «ff: #:en applicable, or rightly applyed to the Catholick, 
is not ſtraight and ſtillco be applyed toeach particular as tobe 
infallible, or tobe The Mather of ws all; it were incompetent to 
apply this to each particular, though both theſe, in a norer- 
ring, arethis Pillar, yet with moreandleſle, yet with ſubordi- 


nation, yet as of che higher and of the lower degree: Which I 


the rather inſiſt opon, to refare that new conceit of /ndependents, 
Who hold no kirk cobe a Pillar of truth, but their particular Con- 
gregations; This is juit as the Papiſts ſay, No true kirk but that of 
Rome : and as the Donati before them ſaid, No true kirk but in 
Africa, but bothare miſtaken,not knowing the true «ffet:ons of 
the tree Catholick Viſible Church, 

Now to cleare the ſecond, That is, Why this Title is given to 
the Charch, I ſhall firſt negative ſh-w in what ſenſe, the Church 
ts not a Pillar, then poſitive (ſh2w in what ſenſe, it is a Pillar, Ag 
cothe firſt, that is well cleared by D. Feeld, lib. 4. cap. 4, of che 
Charch, «, Ir is notthe Pullar of trueth, as if divine erucths for 
theirentitie and beeing, did depend on the Church ; nay ſayes 
CrartSOST. well, The Church depends on theſe trueths. 2. Not 
is it a Par, asit our faith depended on Church-Aurhoricy, To 
Which purpoſe, Irena ſayes well, lib. 3. cap. 1. /ni#. The Apo- 
ftolick writes are the P;//ars of our faith, an1 cap. 2, the Goſpel 
is the Pillar of trueth, and not mens Authority. The Charch is not 
the authour or procreant cauſe of our faith. 3, Nor is the 
Church a Pillar, as if Godcould no other wayes reveale ſwper- 
waturall trueths, but by irs Miniſtry, as by neceſſity invincible; 
No, Theſe haye been revealed both by Himſelfe immediatly to 
this orthae private man, and by Angels, 4. Noris it, as if the 
Kirk wereinno ſenſe ſubje&t to ignorance or the, leaſt errour, in 
its deciſions, and ſo to appeals to it, as the ſupreame infallible 
Zudge, to whoſe diſcretion appertaineth the differencing be- 
eween eructh and falſehood. + 

Yet I affi:methe Church to be a Þ:llar of rrueth, with Calvin, 


waich divine ſaying, needfoll revealed tracths arc concredited. 
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require 4 ſutable Behaviowr, . Is 
To which purpoſe heare, what theſs three Fathers ſay to this 
point. Irenewlid. 3. cap. 4. The Apoſties laid up in the Churcb, as 
ima rich treaſure all trueth, and fhe keeps the Apoftles ſaith & prea- - 
ehing. Tercullian. The Kirk keeps the ſcriptures, which are Chrifts 
heirſhip. LaQtan. lib, 6 Initie, The (atholick Charch onzly keeps 
the true worſhip of God, it onzly is the fountaine of tructh, if auy eu- 
ter not into its or go out of ity be @ 4 ftranger to ſalvation; without 
are errours, fancies and lies. 2, As Tutana, as a defendreſle, that is, 
fupporting and maintaining it, as CuxrsosT. Hom. 11.0n Tz. 
explicars this well, when he ſayes, The K:rk by its Miniftry and 
preaching, ſupports and uyholds the traeth. as it were, on us ſhaulders, 

. As PArco,ayan Herauld, proclaiming, promulgating,pro- 
teſſing it, and bearing witneſſe to ic, which no ſociety on earth 
doth or can do, but the Church, 4. As REGi9TRATRIX, a Re- 
corder, tranſmitting ic to poltericy ſacceſhvely, ſo it is a Theſax- 
Yer, a Tatrix, an Heranld, a Notar, keeping, defending, proclai« 
ming, recording divine trueths, which moved Rayanells rightly 
to ſay, That In Eccleſis profFant Yeritates Catholice. And as Aug. 
ſaid before him, lib. 3. cap. 6. contra Do nar. Every Kirk, ſhauld 
leade men to the faith. Bat yetto make the jultneſſe of this pre- 
dication more cleare. I ſay, That as of old, the Egypriansand the | 
Romaxes, andinordinary, Afagiſtrats now, ere Pulars & poits, 
to the wiich they affixe cheir Edifts, Lawes & Wills: or to which 
of old, were joined cheir. Tabsls penſiles, in che which, Proclei» 
eations carrying their minds, arc expreſſed, notified and infinua« 
red, ſocheKick co Wrutcen Truths, it is nor they, but it demon» 
ftratsthem ©: even as thz Plays or brogds affixed to them, are not 
che Law's #n refto, ſoitis wich the Kirk, according to that ſay- 
ing of the ſams CurrsosT. Tructh eftabliſhith the Kirk, and not 
the Kirk the Tructh. Hammo wp in his Vores to this,well explains 
this. The vſefyln:ſſe of 4 pillar is from th: baſis, ow which it ſtands, 
elſe it will down. If the baſis be ſo ſet that it finke not, the pillar bews 
firmsly fafteneg on it, and ſtanding uoright, it is able to beare a wait 
weight of building upon it, and ſo theſe two, thaugh ſeverall in them= 
ſelves, ( as contiguons not contine4ts ) yet jaintng together, and ſo, 4s 
5t were conſolidated together in ont, they do as one not ſeverally ſup- 
port what is laid oz it; ſo that as ſaid is, £v 01% Jyaiy, one hero is de- 
ſcribed by twa,that s, the pillar wpon the baſe firmely ſuſtaining that » 
W2ich is built and ereftid upon it, ſo the Church firmly built upon 
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16 The flable trueths of the Kirk, 
_ the baſisof rrucths{ to the which the body of divine trunths are deliye* 
red ) bolds them ont to her Childrenw, 


 - Sincethe Trent Papiſts, the Khewsſts and other Teſwits peryere 
The dueyin= this place, I wipe oft cheir OljeFrons, | 
dication of 1, Say they. If the Church be the pillar of trueth, but in the 
e415 place ſenſenow delivered, then it is ratber a (hiſt unto Tructh,andnot 
from the Te the Pillar of ir, thus it is but as a Book-lellers Shope, containirg 
ſuit cavills many Tracths init. Anſw. 1. The Churchis both, thatie, both 
I an Ark, wherein are the Tables of the Covenant, as alſoa Pillar 
Ob, in the ſenſe given; theſe are well conſiſting. 2. The Church as 
that which no (hiſt or Book-ſellers Shope can do, it not onely 
keeps, but ic promwlgats & tranſmitts the rywtb toages. 3. The 
Church is not onely /ndex, but alſo a Yindex of thetrueth, yea 
in a ſound ſenſe, itis alſo a Fadex of it, to wit, ſecundarie, mini- 
ſerial, and accountable. Well doth Altingins L.C. p. 2.pag. 
588. diſtinguiſh. The Church # « pillar not in regarde of inherent 1n- 
fallibilitie in every thing, bat in re5þe of its office adhering to it. that 
«, keeping, diſcernmg, interpreting, preachmg thetruch. Here the 
Tcſuire Bean. lib. 1. cap. 3. of bis Afar, aflumee, then even ac- 
cording to our ſenſe, The Reman Kirk 5s a true kirh, becauſe it alls 
all the wayes wee allow to a pillar. Here I deny the Avtecedent., it 
ſmothers and oppoſes revealed trueths, as ſhall be proven, Then 
when he arguments thus, whatſoever Church aQs theſe feure 
wayes now iſct down, that isa true Y'1ſible Church, but the Reman 
kirk aQs thus. Here againeI grant the propoſition, and derythe 
aſſumption. 
| 2 Bellar. lib, de ecc], Milit. cap. 12.13, reaſcns thus, The Pillar 
Ob, of tructh #54nfallible, but the Viſible Kirk isthe Pillar of trueth, ergo 
it is infallible. Anſw, I may granc both the Propoſitions, & with 
no diladvantage to cur Caſe. 2. In the Jeſuits lenſe, I deny 
them both. 3, Whether I grant or deny both, yet the Elench 
is not inferred, What is this tothe Roman kitk, wbereat they 
aime in this diſpute > But Bellarm. indeavours to {trengthen bis 
vference thus. I. Upon this ground onely, and no other, was 
che Roman kirk called the 2ſother and Miſtreſſe of all Churches, 
Chat it is and was the Piller of erueth. Wherce alſo it was that 
Ambroſe writting of this place, hath theſe words, Though all the 
World be Gods, yet the (hurch cnely is bis Houſe aud pullar, whereof 
Damaſus Biſhope of Rome is Reftor this day. Hence it is, vn Ons 
£676 Hr chat 
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that the Rowan kirk, was ſo eſteemed, fortheemitting & tranſ- 
micting infallible er«erhs to all Chriſtian Churches, Now to all 
this I might anſwere, as //aras. cbap. 33. 23. ſaid of the Aſſyrian 
forces. Thy tacklings are looſed, they conld not well ſtrengthen their 
maſi. Yet in particularl anſwere 1, coargue from Rowe nuW A= 
oftaticall, to what it was, when eFpoſtolicall, is very inconſe= 
quent, 2, It was not ſo tiled by any antient Writter of the firſt 
600 years: for then was no ſupremacy over other Churches, the 
it and other Churches were ſiſterly aflociated 8 collaterall, then 
it was comended, as Solidata ſuper Petram-, which Rock accor- 
ding to (/yprian. Hieron, Auguſt.& others is ChrifF, 3, It is, fate» 
ly denied, That the kirk of Rome emitts all ſaving trueths though 
ir retain ſome erweths, if hee except, then ir is a crue Church 
in ſo far as it retains ſome trrueths, even wee being 7udges, and 
in ſofarre, is a Play, | Anf, 1. Beitſo: butas we ſay of a man, 
he may be a man eſſentially, as conſiſting of ewo eſſentiall parts, 
ſeule and body, who yer is not ſo, forchetrueth of integrity, if 
chere beceither exceſſe or defeft, maimed or monſtruous: an 
for the trueth of Per feQion, he may yet be farre lefſe a man, as if 
a Foole, if witleſſe, if mad; ſoI ſay of che preſent Roman Church. 
or as our Divines diſtinguiſh, A May may be a true man Aeta- 
phyſically,as for entitie,who isnot ſo morally, that is, for hoyeſty.As 
we ſay of a Theefe,he is truly a man for eſſence, though he be nov 
a true man, for fide/:ty, ſorhe Roman kirk is a true kirk equive= 
cally, being for parts integrall, and for perfeftion, a wolt falſe 
Kirk, 4, Astothat paſſage of efmbroſe,the very flattering Ca- 
noniſts, with their Dominus des woſter Papa, Chriſtut nofter, ſerva= 
tor noſter Papa, do confeile theſe Commentaries to be ſpurious,and 
not to be Ambroſetat all: bur granting them to be his, yet, as is 
well marked both by Feeld and Cartwright, they are thus to bee 
read, whereof Dameſm s 4 Ruler, but not the Ruler; for ſoare 
all Biſhops and Paſtors as ()prian well ſayes, there is one Biſhope- 
rick, wherof each hath a part, But what a Kefoy even this Dama- 
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18 The Rable iricths of the Kirk. 


I inferce, That the Roman kirk cannot be this Pillar of truth, 
fince it enerrats divine trucths, what by addition, what by detra- 
Qion. Hieron, hath a trimme ſpeech, when he ſayes, Sanitorum 
Congregatio eft difta columma, &s. that is, The company of ſaints is 
called a pillar botb for ſoliditic and for Fabiluic. and Theodorer. 
The company of Believers u called the pillar of tracth, becauſe bein £ 
rounded on the Rock, they remaine ſtable & riumoyeable, & ſo preac 
Smich. tr#cths, But 1o it is, the Repreſentative of the Roman 
Kirk doth not hold out infallibly, divine revealed trecths, as Tiri- 
#14 Would haveit., Ourlearnsd D:vanes have much holden one 
the trueth of chis wegative, by che induQtion of the cbiefe parti- 
culars; as anentthe Aſediation of Chriſt, 7«ſt:fication, Free-will, 
number and efficacy of Sacraments, Traditions, equalled if not 
preferred to Soriprure, the Natureand Notes of the Scriptures. 
All which Do&trinalls of faith are by them fearfully depraved. 
Wherefore paſſing theſe; I offer tohold che point ouc meerlie in 
rheſe two beads atchis time. x. Let any conſider the X17 Arti- 
eles of the new Tridentine Faith,approven by Pius LV. P. called 
the new Symbol, & now dayly urged by the Spayniſh [nquiſitiore- » 
wherein are ſo groſſe additions ſupperadded to that wee findein 
Scripture, or Which wee call the Apoftles (reed, that any Reader 
chatcompares, ſhall eaſily finde them, as is well both obſerved 
by Crekenthorp, H. Lynd, and L. Sharpme, 2. Let any impartiall 
Reader conlider the five Propeſiriones, called che determination. of 
Innes. XR. anno 1653. for the Afoliniſts againſt the Fanſen:/fr, and 
he ſhall finde in them a new fairb, nnknown to the becter and 
purertimes of che Church, Certaine it is, a keterodox Repreſentas 
givecanno more lay challenge to a Pillar, then a Whore to cha 
ftity, oras a Theefe to homeſtly. Whence it is acutly ſaid by one, of 
Oae chcaſonickly boaſting, bat miſapplying the words of P/al. 
7 5+ 3. 1 beare np the Pillars of it, may rather, asitis. 7. King. 25. 
13. They have broken the Pillers of braſſe, and carried the braſſe 
to Babylotw, 

If che Church of the Living God be a Pillar of trncth , bol- 
ding them out, then men may reade, and heare, and (ec cheſe 
erucths, then it a Viſible Church and Pillar. Here I do ley atide 
andjuſtly-condemne both ex:treams. 1, Is of theſs that mantain 
no Kirk to bee a true PiLLax , but that of the predeftinare 
whichis Inviſible, 2, k of choſe, who hold no Kirk co bethe 
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Piller of tructh on earth, but a glorious, conſpicuotis, viſidle, 
pompatick, a Kirk dreſſed to the eye: fall of worldly ſplendor, 
and outward magnificence, as Bellarws. defines it, 

Ifche Kirk of God be the Pillar of trueth, then that is a falſe 

aſſertion of the Socinian or Racovian Catechiſme; That from the 
Apoſtles dayes, for the ace of 1400 years, the Kirk of ((brift hath 
periſhed, and that, is that whole Jong interval, there was nothing 4- 
wonugſt men called Chriſtians, bus the Antichriſtian Whore, no faints 
then, uo Pillars of trueth then, O this is molt falſe and comfort. 
lefle, oppoſing the Promiſes made to the Church, «gainſt which 
the gates of hell ſhall not prevaile. Againſt which no weapon formed 
ſhall proSer, Tſai. 54. 17. ſee Iſai. 59. 25. Matth.28. 20. A Pillar 
by (trong oppoſition may be made to ſhake and tremble, yea to 
be at aloſſein its former trength & ſtanding: and yetir is not ei- 
ther cut off or removed from irs baſe, Concnts poteſt, at non perire. 
the firmneſle of it continues, when the outward ſplendor is noe 
ſo apparent, bat obſcured. 

Thenit becomes all honeſt Miniſters tobe as Pillars and poſe 
in Gods houſe, to hold out all revealed rrucths in Gods houſe 
plainly, pertinently, powerfully. alach. 2.7. The Priefts lips 
fhonld keep knowledge,that is, as one noreth, Even as his heart and 
braine is for himſelf, ſo ſhould his lips and tongue be for the good of the 
Kirk: Marke co thac end, thefe two words of PauL, Tr. 1. 9. 
Holding faft tbe forme of ſound words. Phil, 2.16. holding forth the 
word of life, The Lord ſayes to ferem. chap. 1.18. [havemade 
thee this day an tron pillar. that is, firme, ſtrong, and ſtraight, ſo 
thoald Miniſters be, and not braken Reeds, like Egype Iſai. 36.6. 
on which if « man lean, it will pierce his haud. Itisa good remarks 
of Ravanella, This ſpeech of Paur to Timotby is ſer down, not ſo 
much afſertiv? as preceptive, what ongbt to bee, quomods oporteat,» 
&; 08. Theſe that ſeeme to be pillars, ought ſo to carry, as chat 
thy may be real piUlars. Let us do our duty in doing,in lufferings» 
within the compaſle of our (allizgr, remembring that ſweer 
word of Chriſt, Revel. 3. 12. Him that overcometh, will I make « 
pillar in the Temple of my God, «nd hee ſhall no more go oxt, 

Here we may ſee the great dignicy of the Miaittry; Wee are 
intraſted with chis depoſirums, this pearle of pryce, wee are the 
pillars co which are affixed che Orasles of God. See [I. Cor. 4. 7. 
Wee bave this treaſure & 5, and this to purpoale, to propagate, and 
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20 The fable trutths of the Kirk 
preach to the World. It is well anſwered by Maree to Tirin; 
Our aſſeryation of divine trueths, is not as that of a (%:ſ?, locall 
and materiall, but as ſaid is, it is morall and formall; tor to aQ as 
ſaid is, is not thecs ſed columng. Let us then conſtantly attend at 
the poſts of Wiſdome which thus honours us, as tobe plays. 
Since PavL urges his good Behaviogr in his particular Charge 
at Epheſus, hence I collect that a particulat Church joined ro & 
confolidated, as it were, with the baſe, may well be called the 
Pillar of tructh, but if ar y ſuch particular adbere not tothe baſe, 
it is nolonger a Prllar, What are the ſeven Churches of the leſ- 
ſer Aſia now? even turned to rubbiſh;What ar the famo? Charchs 
of Africa now? Stables co impure Mabumetiſme, What is become 
of che renowned Churches of 4ſiathe greater ? Denne: of Infi- 
delity. Whac is bezcome of many the celebrious Churches of 
Greece? Infeaed with pernitious hereſies, God is nor tyed to 
particular times and places. As there was a famous orthodox 
Nicen Conncell, ſo was there as infamous andunſound a Nicer, 
As there was an orthodox Ephbeſine (ouncell, ſoafter, there was a 
wicked and a pradatorie Epheſnw. O then it were good for all 
and every particular Church to remember to practiſe what the 
Spiritſpeaketh tothe Churches of Aſia. As tothat of Thyatira, 
Rev. 2. 25. But that which ye bave already hold faſt, till I come. As 
co that of Sardis, Revel. 3. 3. Remewber therefore hyw thos ha#t 
received and heard, and hold faſt. As to that of Epheſus, Rev, 2.5. 
Remember therefore from whence thog art fallen, and repent, and do 
thy firſt works. As to that of Philadelphia, Revel. 3. 11. Hold that 
fuft which thou ha#t, that no man takhethy Crown-. Asthat of Lag« 
dizea, Revel. 3.18. 7 counſel thee to buy of me goldtried inthe fire, 
that thou mayeſt be rich, &c. + 
If this Play bold our this Light, and Law, and Rule, Then all 
that are within the verge and reach of it, ſhould locke to ir, 
walk byir, as it is ſaid of the braſen Serpent, Numb. 21,9. Joh. 
3. 14, ſo of this Pillar, looketo it, beleeve it, obey ir, ſo farre as 
it followes Chriſt, /.cor. 11.1, IT is marked of that Pi#ar thar 
lead the Iſraclits, that ir was one and the ſame pillar that was 
lightto 1ſrael, but darkneſle to Egypr, Exod, 14,19, ſo the ſame 
Word preached by faithfull Paſtors, becomes to ſome The ſavonr 
of life to life, to others of death unto death. IT.Cor. 2.16. as an Eadidt 
on tae poſt, to ſome is matter of comtort, to others not ſo. 
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Here wee ſee clearly, That one andthe ſame thing may bee 
both ſupporting and ſupported, both active and paſſive as to its 
being and vſe, and as to rrueths. the Church ſupports the tywerh, in 
the wayes before ſpecified, quead declarars, ac manifeftari. Tructh 
againe ſupports the Kirk, in gevere ents et mores, that it hath che 
beeing of the Church of the Living GOD, and thar ic, in 
its Latitude and Complexe, ſhould be invincible and infallible. 
IT is not miſapplyed that of Prov. g. 1. Wiſdeme hath built her 
henſe, ſhe hath hewen out ber ſeven pillars, Gc. But of thisenougb. 
Now I come tothe greateſt and laſt ere of the Chprch, 

The ground of the Trueth. Now TI am totreate cf the Church, 
onder this notion; and becariſethis is moſt material], I muſt inſiſt 
a licclo on ic. Andtberather, in that the Afoderne feſuirr affirme 
that wee Proteſiauts abhorre to reade this, and thatthis TexT is 
ſo pungent, that wee flee from the literall ſeyſe of ir. Theretore 
this ſhall be my e Method. Firſt, I am tocleare the words of this 
Title, II, To propoſe that grand gaeſtion, that falls pertinently 
here to bee diſcuſſed, which is; Whether this ground can make a 
ground or grounds II, I muſt cleate ſome other doubts propo- 
ſed here,& that by way of vindication. Then IV. Some »ſes to be 
made of this aſſertion; That Gods Kirk is the ground of the trueth. 

As co the firſt, The greeke word edeaiwys, by ſome is ren- 
dered Fandamentum, by others better Firmamentamin latine, As 


IV Title. 
The ground 
of the truth. 


2 
The Title £ 
explained, 


Whitak, Contr, 4. q. 5. Criticks diſtinguiſh berween I sptAtcy, * 


and «'9paico fc thus, Thar the firſt is properly rendered,a ground, 
the ſecond, propertly a ſear, applying the word, prexnd, to the 
erueths exiſting and revealed; and applying the word ſear, tot 
Church; according to what wee reade Matth. 22.2. of Moſes 
Chayreor ſeat, Ofthe which Criticiſme, Þ. Bane gives thisrea- 
ſon, in Comment, on Epbeſ. 2. 19,20. That which ſo ſupports all; 
& that it 1s not ſupported, ina right and ſtrict notion is a ground, 10 
AMaimoxides call his booke F1136% 110 *% but that which ſo 
ſupports, as that it is ſupported, is properly a ſeat and receptacle or 
'£0earwpea, but improperly FsutAtcy or a ground. Yet wee ſhall 
vſe it, as it is here in the Engliſh rendered. Theophylatt. Bedaz 
P. de Aliaco, Chaloner, explicatethis T1TLE thus; The Chrrch 5s 
the ground of trueth, becauſe ſapernaturall divine trueths are in it, we 
lean tothe Church, as tothe ſeat of truth, but not to it; a4 to the _— 
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22 The ſtable trueths of the Kirk 


and cniefeit ground, why theſe truths are trucths, D.F. Whyte 3, 
Conf. p. 4. clears this well chus. The pure Apoſtolick Church was 
the pillar aud ground of croeth /imply, intierly & fully in all things, 
but the ſubſequent and the Moderne Churches, 1s onely ſo with limita - 
rion, that ts, conditionally, that ts, in ſo farre as they atliver Apoſte- 
lick dofFriuves, the ApoiFler were ex:mpted in all their deciſions from 
all errowrs : but the Fathers and Conncels are onely ſo, in ſo farre, as 
they adhere to the trucths written by Propbets and Apoſtles, And in- 
deed what hee ſayes, is all granted by the more moderate Pa- 
PISTS, a8 by Occam, (\uſanus Picus, Gerſon. It was the old do» 
Acine of CurrsosT, Homil. 49. on Matth, Let no manbelceve 
Churches, but in ſo farre as they lean to the Scriptares, if thou wauldſt 
know where i the true Church, then flee and run to the Scriptures, 
Bat yet furcher tocleare this, No Ts, as Dayenant well obſerves, 
That there is a threefold groznd of tructh. 1, Is Perſonall, and 
thatis Chriſt, 7. (or. 3.11. Iſai. 28.16, 2. Is dorinall, and that 
ische Scriprares, ſee Epheſ. 2.20. 3. Is Afinifteriall, and that is, 
Paſtors, Fathers, (ouncel-determinations, and all cheir right Syper- 
Fruttares, that is, ſo farre as they are conforme to the (criprures, 
1. Cor. 3.10. Let every mantake heed, bow be buildeth thereupon-. 
As for the ſecond; I anſwere this qu:i##:99 negatively, Whether 
the Church can maks Fundamemals ? that is, if it can produce and 
procreat that tobe a fundamental now, which before was never 
received as ſach. Now the Reaſons of my deniall aretheſe, 1, I 
ground oa the judgement of theſe Wa1TTERS, wherof the firſt 
is, Yincentizs Lyrin, who in his book anent profane Novelties, 
bap. 3, bath theſs words, The Church addes nothing, diminiſhes 
nothing, changeth nothing,cuts not off neceſſars,propoſes not ſuper fiuons 
things, loſſes not her own,uſurpes not that which belongs to others, but e= 
very Wy cares to poliſh w4t ws informed of old, I to cofurme what ts 
expreſſed and revealed, and to keep what is defined and confirmed : yes 
rbs the Church flill inteuds, that whatever was imply beleeved before, 
ſhould af.erwards be more carefully beleeved, Andafter him,G. Oc- 
e4mz.in his Dialogues, Neither, ſaycs he, the whole Church, nor 4 
Generall Councell, nor the Pope can make an Article of faith, Bellar. 
alſo, lib.2. de Concil. cap, 12, The Conncells when they define, do 
wot make any point defined, to be of infallible trueth, but they onely de- 
clare it to be ſo, T9 all which thre? wortby ſentences we ſub- 
ſcribe, TY £3 ERS ED : If 
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If che Church could make fundamenralls, then it could unniak 
them. but the more moderate of the Papſts deny this, upoa this 
ground, that it belongs to the ſame power, both to creat and 
annihilate, And fo they rej2& that non obſtante of the Councel of 
Conftance, grounding on that of Score, 1. diſt. 11.9. 1. Trueth 
w.s of fauh before hereſie had a beeing, ſo that the determination of the 
Kirk, doth not make a truth, though it define againſt an herefie, 3. 
That which the Kirk declares is eicher extra Or intws. If it be 
without the nature ofthe thing declared, then its declaration of 
the ching is falſe, ani ſoit cannor be fundamental: if it be with « 
in che compaſſe and nature of the thing declared, then it is yet 
onely in thar kinde fundamental, (eing the declaration whatever 
ic be, is poſterior co the nature of che thing, That is bur a illie 
Evaſion of ſome, to wit, that che declaration of the Church ma« 
kerh a point fandamentall quoad nor, nay it doth not that, as the 
ſame F. White well proves, «bid. p.9. For no reſþefs to us can varie 
the fount:tion. if the thing be not fundamental in the nature of it, the 
Kirks declaration doth not make it ſo to v8, Since chen the Kirk hath 
no reall detratting power, no more, as ſaid is, can it have any reall 
adding power, fince both are alike forbidden, Deat. 4.2. 4. All 
credible points are at laſt reſolved into Soripture, therfore, it is it 
that makes fundementalls. CY2r tan ſpeaks appoſitly to this 
purpoſe, 1b. de Bapt. All Ecclefiaſticall diſcipline, bath its rule fro 
the Seriptare, bere it ts bred and borne, and hither it muſt returne, Ca- 
merarius {þ, 1, Sets. d. 11. q« I. Theologicall principles are the ve- 
ry trxeths of the ſacred (/anons, becauſe the left reſolution of Theolo* 
gicall diſcourſe is made unto them, and ont of theſe traeths firſtly, each 
Thealaogicall Propsſition ts deduced, 

Here a needfull qaeFion comes to be ſolved. as, What are we 
to judge of che Creeds, confeſſions, declaratios, formes of faith, ſy- 
nodel-conclafonr, both of the Antient and Moderne Kirk > for 
ſixce they containe th2 ſummse of credends, agends, petenda, Fe- 
74nd, that is, of what we are to beleeve, to ds, to ashe, and to 
b3pe for, which are the 6/0 of all Chriſtian duties, che © ue- 
ion is, If theſe are to be lookedupon, as fundamentalls, or grounds of 
Faith an4 trutthd To anſwere this arighty let us avoide theſe two 
extreams. 1. None of theſe are ſoto be looked upon as Scripture) 
or of equall authority to ir. Ic was an idol and idle word, thatof 
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Evnagehifis, 2. Avoid that other 1, ofthe vile Swenk feldian,who 
in diſputing, as they rejeft the Scriptures, ſo alſo all Church determs- 
nations, pretending ( though falſely ) that they are oppoſite to (hriſtan 
liberty. 3. That of the AkMin1an, Who thoagh they admit the 
reading of ſuch Confeſſions and declarations, yer they will not a= 
ſcribe the leaſt authority to them. The pure AntientKitk, and our 
Orthodox preſent kirks oppoſe both theſe, and have publiſhed 
very needfull and worthy ſes of theſe formes. as, 1. They are 
looked upon asthe Expoſitions of the true Catholick Faith, 2. As 
frong barres both to hold our, and to remove herefies, 3. Av a 
ready Catechiſme containing the grounds of both what we are to 
beleeve, & what todo. 4. They area ſingular Aeanc, tobeget & 
preſerve a pood wuderftanding berween Kitks, and to foment 
Peace, rnmitie and concord amongſt them, as by the barmonious 
Confeſſions of the Reformed Churches is now ſeen; as when thar, 
which indeed is an Orthodox ground is received, and the Hete- 
rodox tenet is rejected, That axiom of Lyrin. was much eſtee- 
med, Duod ſemper , quod whique , quod ab omnibus creditum eſt, 
which ever, and everie-wherec, and by all is beleeved. In [ynetius 
bis Epiſtles it is often remarked and inculcated, That whoſoever 
will not joine to the abridged deQtrines of the Church, $3 ap. 
let, bee i corrupted. 
Bue paſſing this, I next offer to vindicate this place from the 
falſe inferences of the Khemiſts, Bellarmine, Becan, Tirinus, Va- 
lent. Gretzer. If the Church bee the gronnd of traeth, then all 
Chrittians may & ſhould at laſt acquietce toits determinaticns, 
& ſo ſafely reſolve their faith intoitatlaſt. To whichI anſwere 
tirſt, by denying the (onſequcntsy becauſe the Churches Autbori- 
ty is not the formall caule of cur aſſent to divine trnerhs, 25 ſhalbe 
ſhewen in the Anſwere to the third Objeftion-. 2. Giving tut 
nor granting what is inthe i!/ation,yet I deny that toappertain to 
the preſent Roman Church; which is the maine aime of theſe 
Sophifters. 3. I propoſe tothem this gueſtien, ( which they force 
us co ſtartle) which is, What # that ( hriſt1an Soctety into which all 
credible Objefts are vitimately reſolved into? Is itthe Antient Ca-_ 
tholick Kirk? or is it the lawfull cecumenic k Councells? or is it 
the concurrent judgement of the Antient Fathers? cr jsitthe 
preſent Romi Kirk? Tothbeſe the late 7e/uirs anſwer far other - 
wiſe, tLe the Moderate Schoolren did. 1 ſhall fuecinly _=_ 
cle 


| * peſtion preſuppoſeth 1yo other Propoſitions, 1. That Paulthe V. is 
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ſome of their moſt abſurd anſwers tothis, I meane of che Teſuirs. 
Bellarm,11b.4.deP.R. chap. 1. affirmes every ſacceſſonr of Peter to 
bethe rock and foundation of trueth. Gretzer lib, 3. cap. 10, defenſ, 
by the Church wee interpret the Pope. D. Bann. 2, ſecunde, The au- 

thority of the univerſall Kirk, & that of the Pope, are the ſame. The 
Cannon Law, lib. 6, Extravag, tit. 14. The Reſcripts of the Pope 

are (anonicall ſcripture. D. Fob Whyte, in his way 8c, Digreſl. 

16. P+36, collects out of their Writers, this to be their judgment. 

I, ſay tbey, The Catholick Church is the Rule co be followed in 

all points, asthe role infallible. 2. The Roman and the Cathos« 
lick Faith are all one, 3. By the Kick we mean her Head, ſaieth 
Valewtia, tom.3.d.1, p.24.ſothatthis Catholick Church, wher- 
of chey ſo much brag, is no other but che Pope. Now this Yalen= 

£14, finding the bed to be ſhorter then that hesan ſtretch himſelf apon 
it, as wee have [ſai. 28. 20.down right maintainstbat neither 
Antient Councells, nor the antient Kirk, nor old Decreralls, nor 
the preſent Roman Kirk, but the Pope, is that, whereunto at laſt 
we mult reſolve our faich, of which rule to reſolve unto, he ſai- 
eth, Analyſ. fides lib, 8. cap. 7. Stante hac regula rationali, animatas 
infallubils, omnes fides articnls, ultimate reſoluuntur m ipſam, tanqua 
in rationews formalem_., So that according to this new doQtrine of 
the Roman Kirk, Alexander V1. now Pope, & that ground of 
trxeth, whereon all are tolean; ſothat the Pope now, as D. Clerk. 
wirtily obſerves, is growen ſo bigg, that hee is both Head and 
whole Boay, yea the whole (hurch, both holy Father and holy 
Aother, both Huſbandand Wife : nay the Pope s God, as one Fe- 

linus Sandeus blaſphemes, This compendious way, that they are 
fallen vpon, puts mein minde ofa like fooliſh conceit,one S. Cor- 
2245 a late Teſuit hath fallen on, whoto reject Bellarmins 15 notes 
of the Kirk, falls only vpon one as ſcfficient to confirme eruhs. 8 
confute erroxrs, which is the Miracles of the Rema Church. Now 
to ſhew the folly of Yalentia & ſcch flatterers, heare what tothe 

contrar ſays f, Pic? in concl. 7t may happen that the Pope the vicaria 
bead be ſick, and as the naturall bead ſends down noxious hrrmours into 
the body, ſo alſo this Yicarian, corrupt doftrines into its bedy. But Pu- 
teanw a late Teſvite is now more plain and bold in his ('5w. on 2. 
2.4.1. 4.6, That the preſent Pope (to wit Panl V.) is Chriſt bis true 
vicar & ſucceſſour, is not not abſolutely belonging to faith: for this Pro. 
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baptiſed 2. That Paul V, was Canonically eleRed tobe pope,but ſo it its 
that none - theſe two Propoſitions belongs tothe Catholick faith. thus 
he, our of which I forme this ſj4ogiſme, W hatſoever Alexand. 7. 
hath defined, that isinfallible che ground of tracth,but he hath de- 
fined this or zbar, Here grant that the.Propoſitiov wer true, which 
yetis moſt falſe; yet irs 4ſ#mptis can be no more then probable; 
For how can he be certain thatchis Pope was lawfully ordained, 
orat all baptiſed ? Of theſe there is no more then hamane aſſent, 
grounded upon probable conjeftares, or what certainty is there to 
all and every one ſobjeQ to him, that he hath publiſhed thisor 
that definition? Of theſe and the like is no divine certantie. Ir is 
excellently well proven by S, V. LYywp, That in the Roman 
Church, which they ſo farre cxtoll above Scriprere, there is nei- 
ther ſafety nor 6ertanty, whether we underſtand che Effenciall, or 
the Repreſentative, orthe Virtuall, or the Conſiſtoriall Church, 
nor chat Individuall Church, barbarouſly ſo called, which wants 
both perſonall and true doctrinall ſucceſſor, ſee his Yia devia. 
P.513-and 452, And whereas Fiſhzy and ſome others account it 
more ſafe to reſolye intothe Connect of Trent now. I ſay, this can 
be of nocreditat all, becaaſe this Connell was neither lawfully 
called, nor was it free, nor was it generally received by the Ro- 
maniſts thernſelves, ſee Innoc.Gent:ll, onit,and Sefe12. ſee (hew- 
witii examety (ee Calyini Antidotum, ſee the Hiſtory of the Councell 
of Trent. lib. 4.p. 3 19. ſee Whyts 3 Conf, with Fiſhey, 

Since the Nicen Creed hath, I belceve inthe Church; Therefore 
primarly & properly, it & the pillar and ground of trueth. wherupon 
Stapleton hath this aſſertionagainſt WriTAKER, [belreve, what- 

vever the (harch beleeveth lib. 1. cap.9. and this indeed is the true 
round of their circular argueing, or the COLL1akks faith,and 
of chat bratiſh aſſertion of Cajetar-, That the obedience of a Brute 
5: the moſt perfe# obedience of any. But to ſpeake to what is al- 
leadged of the Nicen ſymbol, Lanſwere 1. That prepoſition *&g 
3s not at all in that (reed, iris a falſe quotation of the Rhemifts, 
like many more, 2, In the Symbol of (axſtantinople, wo reade it 
indeed, and our Divines clearly ſhew, that it was ſpuriouſly foy- 
ſtedin there, 3. Makeitto bee the reall compoſure of that ſe- 
cond generall Councell, yet Druſiua, that great Critick makes it 
to maintainnamore, then / belerwe rhe Church. But 4, vAngni?. 
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the light of grace; they perceive the Divine Majeity, Wiſdome, 
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Tom. 10. p. 311. deexpoſ. Symbols, is of a farre better & foun. 

der judgement, when he ſaid there, becauſe the (hurch ts not God, 

therefore wee beleeve not into it, or in it. Faith its credere as tothe 

Trinitie, ſayes hee, is confidere, but Faiths credere as to the reſt or 
ſecundarte objetts of faith, it is but agnoſcere, eAuguſt. knew no- 

ching of chac late Ieſait-opinion, 7 way beleeve mthe Kirk, as 1 

beleeve in the Virgin Mary, neither of theſe is crue, Though all 

the ſuperitcuctures of chis Church were moſt gruz, yec all ics de- 

cifions are to be tryed and examined, : 

Thateven in Augaſtins jadgement, ( to whom Proteſtants ap- Ob. 3» 

peale ſooften,) The Church i the gronud of trueth, when contra e« 

piftolam fundamenti, he ſayes, [ would net have beleeved the Gospell, 

wnl:ſſe the authority of the Church had moyed mee. Now to cleare 

ArguFt. and to ſatisfic, as farre as may bee, the Papif?, Tanſwer 

I. It icbe well conſidered againſt whom, and for what Angaſ. 

diſpates there, which both our Divines bave ſhewen, and Pap:ſts 

knew well enough, this teſtimony can make nothing either a- 

gain(t us, or for them. 2, Some ſchoolmen, as Scorms, Gabriel, 

Cans, judge that eFugyſtine is to be underſtood of acquifire 3& 

hiſtoricall faith, and not of infuſed, 3. Others of them thinke, 

that Aguſtin there is ſpeaking of the Aathoricy of chat Church, 

which che Apoſtles governed, 8 not of the ſucceeding Church. 

Bat paſſing them, I anſwer bychis diſtinf:on, of the meane, & of Diſtinguifh 
che principall ce»ſe, Ic is well marked by Baron. Apod. Cathol. berween by 
p-628,h.9.9. 4. That wee ought touſe theſe gwo Prepoſitions which, and 
warily, Per and Propter,thatis, by which, and for which I beleeve, for which, 
The firſt imports the vſe of means, withont which faithis not or- 
dinarlyproduced, but this other relats corhe principall ground 

and formall cauſe of our aſſent. And fo I apply che Churches te- 
ſtification is a meane to beleeve the Goſpell, but the principall __,,, . 
ground of my aſſent to its trueths, is becauſe God hath revealed Diſtinguiſt 
ic, I make it yec morecleare by diſtinguiſhing berween a Morall between _ 
proofe, and a Divine proofe, the Teſtimony of che Charch is a mo« T_ 
rall proofe, motive or induQtive of Fauh : butche Authoriry of Pf22 % 
the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in the ſcriptures is that Divine proofe the Divine 
cauſing «ey;, whereunto at laſt I reſolve. Alisſiedorenſss, thus proofe. 
explains ic. Ic is with the beleever ordinarly, asit was with the 
Samaritans, Toh, 4. 42. that is, after her diſcovery to them, by 
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efficacie, and trueth of Chriſts doQrine, and reſolveinto them. 
and as when a faithfull Preacher delivers Apoſtolick dotrine, 
though by bis preaching wee receive theſe trueths, yet we re- 
ſolve not our faith principally and finally into his Authoricy who 
preaches to us,but into that divine truth that is preached by bir. 
Heare the ſame learned Baron, yet clearing this, As the principall 
effetive canſe of our aſſent, is the Holy Gho#t Ly inward illammation 
of the minde, and effetinall moving of the will: ſothe word of Ged it 
felfe revealed, by its mnate light, vertue and Majerſiy manifeſting its 
Divinity, # the principall objettive cake or ground of our allent, to 

the trueths of the GoFell, Andafter him, D. Owen, anent the di- 
vine Originall of Script. p. 33, The ſole bottome and foundation, or 
formall reaſon of our allent tothe Scriptures a4 Geds Word, and ſwb- 
emitting onr hearts and conſcienses to theſe Scriptures, 15 the Authorny 
of Ged, the ſupream Lord of all, the firſt and: or ly abſolute trneth, 
ſpeaking 1m and by the the pen- wen of the Scriptares evidenced ſingly 
sn, and by the Scripteres Ce. As for the innate Arguments inthe 
ſcriptures, that ie, 7he Power and Majeſty of the Word. the ſimpli- 
city of the ſiyle, the ingyring light, the conſonancie in t, and in the 
Wruters of it, the divine trweths comained in 1t, &c, Theſe and ma- 
ny the like ſhew what a greund it is to faith, in ſo much that the 
Antient Kirk, Traditor librz, was judged Abnegator fidei, But the 
Papifts by attributing ſo much to Church- Amthority, and detraflivg 
fo mnch from the Dipine- Amtherity of the Scrigtnres, and not reſting 
1 them, have fallen into a miſerable ard an unextricable Circle, 
STAPLETON maijntainirg in his Trrplicatio, fol. 188. That the laſt 
ground ef Faith, 1s the Authority of the Kirk, Then the qaeſtion is, 
By what authority beleeve ye that the Kitk hath Divine- 4Hmho- 
rity ? His anſwere is, The Scriptures ſay ſo, Dreſtion againe. By 
what beleeve yethis? Anſwers hee, The Church ſayes ſo. Matke 

theavords of one H. Holder, an Engliſhman and Pariſian Do- 

Qor, lib. 1. cap. 9. Div. anel. fidei, ( as they are cited by R. Bax- 
cer, in bisſafe Religion. p.284.) conicfſing the trueth of the c6- 
mon labyrinth & circular ſhift, in which Divines comonly wont 

to be involved; For when they atked, how they know then Scriptnre 

go be the revealed Word of God? They anſwere, by the aſſertion of 
_ the Unverſall conſenting Church ? And if they be againe aiked, how 

they know that this unanimon aſſertion of the Catholick Kirk 13 

free from erronr; or infallible? They anſwere, by the Werd of GOD; 
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thus they unavoyaably ſlide into the Circle, moſt fulthily dauncing in @ 
ring. he fa:th,&s. Bur as for our beleefe, ( rocicle this poins )it 
is chus reſolved. Wee belceve the Chriitian dolrine to be true, bes 
cauſe the true God 15 the _ of «t. Wediſcerre chat Gud is the 


require a ſutable Behaviour 


Authour of it both by his intcinſic ke, and extrinſic ke ſeals or at- 
teſtations of it: in thatic beareth bis /wage and Swperſcripticn, 8: 
and is corfirmed by his undoubted uncontroled A1tracles, and 0- 
ther «ffe&s which leade us to the Canſe. 

O bur ſay che Rhemiits and Belarr, and others; The Preſence, 
the Promiſe, the Prayercof Chriſt to and for the Church, the aſi- 
ſaxce of the Holy Spirit to and with the Spouſe and Bedy of 
Chciſt, and former experiences towards bis inheritance, may 
make us conclude, that in s proper and ſtrict ſenſe, the Church is 
the ground of tracth, (o infallible, that ic cannot erre 1n che deci- 
ſions of er#eth, elſe to what end are all theſe its Priyiledges ? Anſ, 
Let us yeeld all theſe priviledges to and of the Church, but what 
is that co the preſent Roman Church, which is cheir aime ? whae 
a light including argument were this? O Timothy, &now how 
thou oughteſt to behave thy ſelfe in Gods houſe, the kirk of Epheſur, 
becauſe the Kick of RoMs, #« the ground of trmeth, becauſe toitar 
the promiſes, becauſe toit is given infallib:/itie? Is not this a meer 
begging of the queſtion ? The point here is never proven. One 
particular Church, hath no more particular priviledges then 2n- 
other. Epheſus is now an Apoſtate, ſo bath Rome alſo apoſtatiſed. 
To cleare my Anſwere yet further, I propoſetheſe two guerres, 

1. How can the preſent Roman Kirk be a proznd of trxeth, ſince 
ie diſ2greeth ſo much with ir ſelf anent both the nature & num- 
ber of fundamentals? neicher dare its DoRours define either of 
theſe. My ſecond querie is, Where is the eat of infallibilicie ? 
Who it is, that is che infallible Zadge ? The papiſts of France 


hold that a General! Conncell is above rhe Pope, that it is it, that. 


is infallible, ſodotheſe WRITERS, Cuſanu, Cameracenſis, G, 
ſon, Almam, F lorent, Panormitan,c, The [talians maintaine & 


flate contrare, and moft of the Feſwits. O but ſayes BEL Lanz has 
(riſts prayer for Peter was for faiths infallibilitie both to him and * 
all his ſucceſſours in that (hayre. but that is flately denied, no more - 


is in Luk, 19. but a prayer and promiſe to Perer againſt beart- 


wubelcefe, but not a word anent the words of bis month, nothing 
ancnt his pretended ſcceſſowrr, Bur here yerthey objeCtthis a-- _ | 
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gainſt vs, Can that be a true Church, or a ſafe Retigion, or way 
co walk in, which is fallible, butthe Pcoteſtant Church is ſuch, 
according coour confefſedtenet? I Anſ, 1, by theſe diſt:nions, 
x. [diſtinguiſh berween a man that þay be deceived, and a man 
cbatis deceived. 2. between infallibilitie in the ObjeF, & inthe 
SubjeR. 3. between infallibilicie in the abſolutely neceſſar points, 
and in ſome inforiour ſmaller matrefr, as is well marked by Bax- 
ter, P- 43- 44. Therefore wee ſay 1. Suppoſe wee ſhould deviat, 
yet wee have an infallible Rule, the Word, thongh there b= much 
weaknesin the Recipient,,'yetthere is ſtill infallibilicie in che Obe 
Jet, che Scriptures. 2, I afficme, all Churches tobe infallible, 8& 
that they cannot erre in fundamentalls, n ſenſu compoſite, that 
is, while they remaine crue Churches, and deny no effenciall of 
Faith : but the ſame in ſenſu diviſo, are fallible,thar is, when rhey 
leare the OhbjeFs infallibilitie, thatis, the holy Scriprares, as the 
Rule of cruech. 3. Wee make a difference between that, Cui 
ſnbeſſe poteft falſum,and that, Cui an ſubeFt falſnm.. A man may 
be deceived, who yet is not deceived, None is f«/ſ#s, or aQually 
deceived, when he beleeves the doarine of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, that is, the holy Scriptures, A man may be aQtually not mi. 
itaken, when he is not abſolacely infallible. Bur laſtly here, they 
'objeQ a paſſage of AuguFf. who in his Epilt. 162. ſayes, that in 
Romans Eccleſia ſemper viguit ApoFFolice Cathedre principatus. To 
which [ anſiwere, 1, Dittinguith between what Rowe now is, & 
whenic was ſound, Then was no Supremacy, then no viſible Aſs- 
'#4rchie, then no power of both the ſwords, then the Principalitie 
was inthe profeſſion of a ſound faith, in the practiſe of piery, in 
in prayers, In charity, in tears &c. Sothat this makes nothing for 
the eltabliſhmene of che tyranny of the preſent Roman Church, 
Now of what I have (aid, I give theſe generall Obſerve: and 
vſes. And the firſt ſhall be this. 1. Wherever this divine erweth 
really is, and is {incerly profeſſed, there is a true Kirk. Bod in 
his Comment. on Epheſ. pag. 3 35. bath a note appoſite to this, 
Traeth is the forme informing of che Church, and che Cherch is 
the matter informed: even as the Candleflich holds out the Candle, &+ 
ſo 111 light, fo doth the true (hurch hold ont the light of trueth. And 
No lefls hach Henſixs a percinent wore, on the place to this, Where 


Gods, there i trarth, & where trutth is, there « the ground of tructh. 
| Our gedis« Godvf erwnth, plal. 31.5, and Corift icerwethy lob. 17. 
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14.6. and erweth comes by him, Toh, tr. 17. and the goFFell u the poo 
Fell of erueth, Gal. 3.1, and all Warſhippers ſhould wor ſhip Him in 

rit, aud in trueth, oh, 4.23. and where men are begotten by the 
Word of trueth, lam, 1. 18, there I ſay, we may warrantably cone 
clude, is a crue Kirk. -— 

Then let chis be che firſt «ſe lee make of chis point; IT is in- 
cambent to all the crue Af :mbers of this true Kirk, to be for 
the Trueths bolden out and profefizdin it, 17.Cor.13.8. For this 
_ end, fultow theſe precepts and praQtiſes of holy men here men< 
tioned. As I. Chooſe the erneth, with Dav 1D, pſal. 119.30. 2. 


- Love the trxeth wich Zicgarr, chap. 8. 19, 3, Bay the trneth 


wich SOLOMON,prov. 23023. 4. Pray for its propagation with 
Cuz 1sT himſelf, loh, 17. and 17. pſal. 43.3. 5, Speakthe rrmth 
with PauLy, Eph. 4.25, 6. Walk inthe tructh as Garus, Toh. 3, 
3- and pſal. $6.11. 7. Pray with David to be lead in the tructh, 
pſa}. 25.5. $. Execute the judgement of trutth, Zecuan. 8, 16. 
9, Beare witneſſe nuto the trueth as Fohn Baptift did, Iob. 5.33. 

x0. Have your loines girt about with the girdle of trueth, Eph. 6. 
14, It. Andbe yeeeftabliſhed i the preſent trueih, I.Pet. 1. 12, 
12. Teach the way of God in tructh, Match. 22. 16. II, Cor, 4.2, 
Therefore my third vſe is, ; 

Ler Miniſters learne, to divide the word of trueth right, in this 
do as Puxl bids, [1.Tim, 2. 15. andin this do as Paxl did, ſee 
TI.Cor. 4.2. and .Cor. 6.4.7. ſee alſopſal. 40. 11. I have not 
hid thy tructh from the great Congregation». As there are two ſorts 
of Builders, which made Paxito ſay, Let each take heed how hee 
builds, I.Cor. 3.10. ſochereare of Dividers of che word of truth, 
Which made our Lord co ſay, what we reade Zak. 12, 42, 43. 2s 
for Builders, ſome, their building is che ſuperſtruQture of ſoand 
eraebs, conſifting well with, and decoring the foandation: 0+ 
thers are of errors, deforming, defacing, and deſtroying che 
foundatian, as fraw «pon marble, whoſe worke ſhall be burnt. Asfor 
Dividers, ſome overſlipping, mangling, and renting, and by 


wWwreſting of it, do it co their own perdition-. Soothers againe, they - 


aucely, plainly, powerfully, impartjally apply the word to the 
Conſcience of wy man inche light of Ioſoe, Well is ic amplified 
and enlarged by Gregory of Rome, how diverſe wayes a faithfull 
Paſtor is bound todividethe word of trueth, and that to perſons 
diyerſly affe&ed, I ſhall bot couch onely ſome few <— 
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Hons, 1. Looke how a Paſtor is to carry towards a Beleever, and 
bow towards an Unbeleever. 2. How towards the Towng , and 
how cowards thes/d, within the Kitk. 3. How cowards, Sepe- 
riours, how towards equall and inferioure. 4, How towards 
Humble fpirizs, and how cowards the Proud, 5. How towards 
Weak, and how towards Mdalttions ſinners. 6. How towards 
the Penitexts, and how towards empeniterts. 7, How toward. 
Turbulent fþirits, and how towards peaccable. $8. Huw towards 
Proficients 1n Chrilts ſchool,& how towards deficiems 9. Huw tos 
wards orderly Walkers, and how towards the ſcandalow. 10, 
How towards Fauhfull PaFtors, & bow towards idle Belly gods. 
Sce theſe and many more in that Treatiſe of his de e&ra pa#ts- 
reli. O if this ſhould move and work us up, into a Fabian like 
cunctation and long pauſing f O that wee could view eric fly, 
and conſider carefully, the length, the breadtb, the hight, and depth 
of that myſterie of godlineſſe, which i the right dividing of the word 
of trueth ! Q how loath ſhould wee be without an inward Call to 
undertake this charge of /ajing foxndations, ſuch a burden, ſayes 
Chryſoftome, that the very Angels chemſelves would tremble co 
undergo ic. This made Moſer, Exod. 3, Thriſe refuſe it, & [0 Ezck. 
chap. 14. and ſo 7enas, chap. 1. This made AriBaosE, hide him- 
ſelf, and three times flee from Millan, This made Gregory Natian?. 
co flee twiſe to the ttudy of Pbileſophy. This made 4ngufine to 
weepe, and to deprecat the Epiſcopall funttion-, ( put upon him 
by FYalerian in theſe cearmes; quidvis? wt peream ? asif it ſtood 
him as much upon, as his !:fe, and ſowles ſalvation came unto 2: E- 
pit, 1:1 to Yaleriay, Which made Chryfoft. againeto ſay, Hom, 
3. ina&. Apolt, [ beleeve not, that many Minifters of the Church 
ere ſaved, when I conſider the greatneſſe of their (barge, and their ne- 
gligence therin, This made Pax! I.Tim.3.6.to ſay, Not 4 yovicez 
leſt being lifted up with pride:he fall into the coudenation of the devill. 
Ler us then look well to this, how we have enteredinto it ? Fer 
ward ſaycs, this will be one of the Lords queries atthelaſt day, 
quomods intrafti? Sad and ſtrit will be, one day, the account 
that young Noviees mult give, fot ruſhing upon the burden of 
the paſtorall Charge. GatGorr inthat ſame book, p.z.cap. 26. 
affirmes, Thet it ts as dauperoms for ſuch Novices to nndergo the bure 
den of a paftorall (hate, as to lay the roofe of the bouſe upon the wals 
when they are green. this were torvine and not tO bxild, And for 
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any burden, that fuch orthe moſt part ſuſtaine inthe Church, 
ſuch Novres are well compared, (by the Authour of the Apolo= 
P12. ro theſe little (tatues 8r Ar gelets, rhat wee often ſee affixed 

to the pillars of owr Churches. flooping the head. & binaing the back, 
a if they did ſupport the whole tabricke, and yet they ſuſta:ne no= 
thing at all, but are rather. themſelves ſupported, Have wee not ſeen 
the trees of the Forreſt, offer to reft themſelves under the ſhadow of this 
brier, and what was the 1fne. a fire came ont of the brur , and de< 
vorred the Ceanrs of Lebanon? What a prepoſterous Comyſe is it, 
to ruſh on vpon the pnbliſhicg of d:vinerrneths, who were nevet 
acquainted much with either watarell or moral trueths? O that 
Tonngman aiming at this would bur ſtay, cill they ſhould inde 
themlelves indyed with power from above, and furniſhed with gifts 
meere for ſo high a Caling! Hee that #3 the teacher of Angel: y 
{ ſayesthe ſame GaeGoRr there ) world not be the teacher of men, 
before 30 years of age.O how many things ar neceflary ro the well 
manageing of right ſaperſiraFares, ſuch as lively preaching theſe 
trucths , right adminiſtration of Sacrameuts confirmin g theſe 
tracths, Frequent Catccbiſing to beare in theſe rrwerhs upon peo 
ple, viſitation ofthe licke, to refreſh them with the Memorialls 
of divine trxeths. Spirituall conference upon all cecafions in all 
evectings, that we may mutually be edified in our holy faith, The 
power and v/e of the keyer, whereby fFrong holds are ſubdned, which 
oppoſe the trueth and power of godlinefſe! Then what a man of ex- 
perience ſhould ſuch an one be, that undertaks by theſe means, 
the ſuperſtruQures of a holy /ife upon this ground Þ Since wear 
to be built on this grown, it is needfull, (both by che neceſſity of 
the meane, and of the precept) that we by all Iandable endeavoors 
ſtudy ro know them, chat we way the more readily beleeyerhs, 
and praQtiſe what is praCticable of them, and chis both for our 
Unis with Chriſt and our more ſtriAt Communion with his body. 
IT could not be but a great error of theſe Biſhops, who did or« 
daine Sywrfixs to be the Biſhop of Prolemacs, when as he did noe 
beleeve that maine foundation,of the Reſwrrefion, as is reported 
by Photixa and by Evagrins, For though I willingly yeeld and 
grant, that alike explicice and diſtin knowledge of all revealed 
erweths is not of the ſame degree of neceffity required, ( for as 
weediſtinguiſh betweene Fandewentaltr, and ſwprafundamentallry 
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alſo between theſe aſſnrs givento theſe, as for example, though 
a man cannot be ſaved wichout an expreſſe afſ-: to prime fwun+ 
damentalls when they are clearly propoſed & ſufficiently revealed 
co him. Yet as for orhers,not of ſo needfull concermenr;that are 
not ſo clearly holden out, a man without the expreſſe and di- 
ſtint knowledge of theſe may be ſaved ) Yer this is not affi:med 
co maintaine or tojultifie, bur rather to condemne that aff<Rted, 
chat grofſle, and vincible sgnorance of the moſt needfull and effen- 
tiall grounds of the Chriltian fab, yea of very necef{acie ſuper- 
ftrufares O how many are ignorant of the firſt foundations of 
Chriſtiani:y > May nor the Lord charge Paſtors with this, mp 
People periſh for la:k of knowledge? How can one ſay, be i built 
on the Rock, that Knows ic not ? How can any reſolve a {aſe of con- 
ſcience dexcerouſly, when he knows not the groauds on which ic 
depends, and muit be reſolved by ? I (hill onely refleA now vpo 
the ſad and grofle ignorance of the foure maine neceſſary poiats. 
As 1, O what ignorance is of Chriſt a Saviour, what worth is in 
him, what neceſſuy of it,and therfore how liccle is he imployed in 
his Nateres and Offices ? what comfore and benefire byit? 2. O 
what dzfe& isnow among comon Profeſſours, anent the know- 
ledge of fr, the nature of it, the wofull conſequents of it > how 
few dacharge themſeives wich it ? and chac makes men make a 
mocke of ic, and are fearlefſ2 of any danger by it. 3. O what 
ignorance is now of true repencance from dead works? Who 
eorurns now forthe ſinnes of the Tymer, or of the Places hee lives 
in, or of his Calling, or of his Relations ? Whereis the Paſtor that 

ſayes, quid fecs ? Where is there a reall fwendewents, a through 
Reformation, or where are ſincere Converts. 4. Q what igno- 

rance isthere of the nature of fayh rowards God? of faith in a 
flain Saviour, of faith unfained and working by love ? If there wer 
no more defett; of needfull (redibles among it us, theſe ar ſufficiec 
codraiy down great, yea all wrath on us. But on theſe I inſiſt no 
morenow: Onely one ward, and chat is, I wiſh Miniſters and 
all Chriſtians ro be more carefull abou: fundementalsathen about 

extr4-fandameutalls, ſubſtances chen circumſtances, bodies then ſhe- 
dower, eſſentials then rituals and ceremonies, to be.more for {r- 
ztauties, chen for ancertancies, more for neceſſaries, then wnneſſarics, 

more for ths weyghtie things of the Law, then for jthe exthing of 
avice, mins, and (wmm, more for Carholick vericies,thon for pris 
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vate opinions, andto lay the ſtrefſe of the peace of the Church un. 
pon the former and not upon the ſatter. That Rabies quorundanm 
Theolegorwn., (fo itis well called) conteſting about rrifles, and 
quarreiling about a needleſfſe Rite; under the pretence of obvia= 
ting errozrs, and maintaining rrxeths hath ruined vs. The like of 
this did bring in the Ax tan berefie, as Hilare reports, and this 
day to our great griefe wee may ſee, how much our needleſſe 
Contefts do itrengthen our common Enemy, I meane the Pap:ſt. 
Miniſters that are more of Catholick then faQions ſpirits will 
think on this, and mourne for ir, and help to amendit. 

Now I addreſle my ſelf co ſpeaks a word of that laſt thing 
that I propoſed, and chat is, anent our Relation ro that Pillar and 
grownd of tracth. Thatis, How to behave our ſelves as io it, The 
word 'avageaPe 3a argues a Behavierr or Converſation ſutable 
and proporaoned co the Charge and Ca#: wichouc which no 
Houſe, no Repnblique, no Army, no Charch can ſubſilt. When 
men know and follow what their place and their fation requi- 
reth, then their behaviour is, as it ought. I ſhall firit ſhew the 
meaning of the Ford, and the nature of che Couper ſation here re- 
quired, and chen make ſoine applicetions. 

As for the ficſt, There is a twofold Converſation or Behaviour 
ſpoken of. The firſt is, from our Birth, to oar EffeRuall (allmg. 
This is called by PzTzR, vaine, 7. Per, 1.18, and filthy, 11.Pet. 2, 
7. and by PAuL, the former, Eph, 4.22. and by ISa1an, beſe, cap. 
3+5. 2+ Is fro rhe ficit period of oor Efeft#all Calting, to the end 
of our chriſtian Race, This «va5p0P1, (onverſation or Behavioury 
hath in Scripture many Names. IT is Called a Good Converſations 
Iam. 3.13, [.Pct.3.16,, [.Tim. 3.2, a Good Behaviour, & if this 
had been in ſome Miniſters, then there had not been ſo unfeem- 
ly, ſo ranting, ſo ſchiſmaticall Afiſcarriage amongſt vs. IT is cal- 
ted alſo an Holy Conyerſation, T. Pet. 3. 15, IT is called an Honeſt 

enverſation, [,Per. 2, 12. If this were well looked unto, then 
a:h vanicie in Foperret, in geſtares, Fc, would not be amongt 
us, weethar are Miniſters had need now, to be undec chat tye of 
the 16 Canon. of the vij G2n, Counzell at Cons ran. de babite 
Clericoruns, IT is called a (ſt (onverſation, (o[.Per., 3.2. IT is 
called an Upright Converſation, pſal. 37.14. IT is called Ordertie, 
plal.50.23. [Tis called an Heavenly Converſation, Phil. 3. 20, IT 
is called Examplar, I.Tim. 4. . 2. IT is called a Gefel-Conyerſa- 
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ein, Phil, 1,27, IT is called a Converſation in ſmplicity, andin 
godly finceritg, [I.Cor. 1.12. And as the Behevrioxy thus qualified, 
andinvelted with theſe Properties, is requiſite to ſaintſhip of all 
profeſſeurr,ſo is it wuch:more in Miniſters, both asto their perſo- 
nail, as alſo to their vocationall Converſation. This moved PauL, 
Heb. 13.7. toexhort thus, Remember ther that bave the rule over 
you, who have ſpoken wnto you, the word of God, whoſe fauh follow, 
conſoder mg the end of their Converſaticn, Ard attuthat erd, mark 
his own pret;ſe wortbily ard largely ſet dewn, 1.7heff. 2. verſe 
Z« 4+ 5+ G6. 7. Þ. 9. 10. Ile 12, 

Buc to returne tothe words as ſpcken to Timothy. I propoſe 
this Doctrine; A Mmiſters behavioar or converſation, ( which ts 
hi conflant conrſe of walking ) ſhould not onely be raiſed atove the 
light of vatnre, but it ſhowld be ſutable and 6nſwerable to theſe gle- 
rows trucths revealed in the Scriptures, as alſo to all the Ordinances 
of the Goſpel, which he adminiſters and holds ont. 

To illuſtrate this, I ſhall now hold out ſcmething as to the 

way and manner of a Miniſters bekaviewr, that as a Miniſter, hs 
may adorne the doitrine of God onr Savieur, in all things. 
1. Letthe Miniſter learne to carry prudently in diſpenſing Gods 
Myſteries, he mult go on with them by degrees. X1:1k muſt go 
before ſtrong meat-. Give as wiſe ftewarts, to each their portion 1n axe 
ſeaſon, Luk, 12, 42+ firlt teach the ſimple Principles, before wee 
fall upon Perfe&:ons, Go not beycnd the bearers capacities. Greg, | 
N yfen, ſayes well, As wee teach net Infants the aeepe precepts of 
ſcience, bat firft letters, and then 1yllabs, &c. ſo the Guides of the 
Church, do firſt proponnd totheir bearers certain documents, which 
ere as the Elements, end ſo by degrees do open 10 them,the more per fe 
and myſterious watters. Excefſe beyond —_ makes deficients 
& not Proficients, ſayes Auguſt. lib, 12. de Civit. Dei, 

Bt inſtant in ſeaſon, ont of ſeaſon, preach the word, IT. Tim. 4.2. 
Exhort with all long-(ufferingsſayes Pau, inftruſting Timerbjes 
behaviour. Aſad wo ſhall þe opon the careleſſe mynde, and the 
lazie 44nd, & vpon the dumbmonth. O letus with all our might 
jindeavour to ſet up che throne of Teſus Chriſt, in hearts, and in 
Congregatious, A vecefſty & laid upon mee, and woe wnto mec, if 
[ preach not the Goipell, Great is the 14k we have in band, heavie 
is that burden laid on our ſhoulders, daylie ſew, barrow, breakup» 
war 26d. par ES Lana LT re9s good 
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word of Gxts. in his Morals. If / do net beflirre me, Sathan may 
prevaile, the people everlaſting'y periſh, & their bleod bee required at 
wy bend.O labour chen,yea chowgh 1t ſhould be in vary [ſai. 49.4.5. 
Tt the Lord ſent his ſervants the Prophets riſing ea» ly, &c. and in 
nothing ſhall ouc {«bowr bs approven more, thenin inftruting 
the 19nerent by Cacechiling. This was the firſt meane, wherby we 
gained greaydon PoeerT, andche bleſſed event of ic made Lg 
ther coliy, Ego profes prefitear me efſe d:ſcipnlum Catechiſmi, 
That is laying atide «ll ſe/fe, «/{ by-ends, all private intereitt, 
for a wrong exd will marce che work, [c is not a pure behev:our 
toundergo Cnis (harge, meerly for worldly Lucre or Livelyhood, 
1,Pet, 5.2. Gods glory and mans ſalvarien aimed at, is a manages 
ing of our «MH iniftery as becom+s. IT is well ſaid of Baxter, p- 


x17. of his Reform. Paſtor, Self dewiall is of « donble neceſſity re-- 


quired in « Paftor, 4s he hath « deuble Sanft:ification or Dedication ts 
G OD. All our fFudrer and knowledge and excellent preaching will 
not availe, if the ends be net right. Marke Pauls vindications as te 
Chis, | cor. 2.1. Heecame not with excellency of eeehy or of wiſdom» 
or with intyfing words of mans wiſdeme, v.6. and [l. Cor. 2. 17. For 
we 476 not a6 many which corrept the word of God: but as of finceritJy 
but as of God, inthe fight of Ged, peak weein CHRIST, And chap. 
4 2, but hav: renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſtie, not walking 
in creftineſſe, nor handling the word of GOD drceitfally, but by nec 
wifcſtation of the tracth, commending onr ſelves to every mans Con= 
ſcience in the ſight of GOD. verſ. 5. For wee preavh wor onr ſelves, 
but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, O that ſome, whoſe preaching is all for 
_ erying ep themſelves, and for crying down others, would fol- 
loy this Pater ) And chap. 5. verſ. 12, For wee commend net eur 
felver againe to you. Chap. 6. 4. But in all things approving our ſel» 
ver 48 the Miniſters of God, &ec. U.Cor. 7.12, I wrote wnto you, that 
err care for you in the {ght of God might appeare wnto y0s. Il.Cor. 
8.21. Providing boneſt things not only in the ſight of the Lord, but in 
the fight of mer, Chap. 10.3, Theugh we walk, inthe fleſh, yet we 
do not warre after the ficſh. 14. For we ſtretch not our ſelves beyond 
oxy meaſnre. 13 For not he that commendeath himſelf is approven, but 
whom the Lord commendeth. And chap. 12. 14. For I ſeek not yours 
b:41 you. 17, Did I make a gaine of you? 19, But wee doall things 
dearly beloved, for your edifying. See alſo what he ſayes of tele, 
61 preach nat Chrift fmcerly, phil. 1, 3 5; 16, ſee I. Tim. 6. 5. Who 
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ſnppoſe that gaine is godlineſſe.. 
Let a Paſtor thac minds good Behaviour in Gods Howſe, infilt- 
upon what is needfull and ficting his people,in the whole courſe 
of his Miniſtery, both for macter and manner, and for what is 
ficrelt for che times be lives in, Neceſſity ſhould teach him beha- 
viear in all theſe, Let diſcretion teach chem to bee obſervant of 
che caſe of cheic flocts, Above all, labour to teach (briſt crucified 
co our people, and if chis be w21l caughr, we teach chem all; hat 
being the on? thing n:ceſſarie. Diſcretion will teach a Paſtor to a- 
voide needlefſe Ornaments, which argue liccle inward worth, and 
#nprofitable Controverſier, an 1 trifling debates. See II, Tim. 2. 16. 
Bat ſhun profun avd vaine bablings, Fe. I. Tim. 6.5, Perverſe diſpy» 
zings of men of corrupt mindes, Il, Tim. 2.23. bat fooliſh and unlear- 
ned queſiions avoide. I. Tim. 6.20. Aveide oppoſptions of ſcience, falſ+ 
lie ſocalled Diſcretion will teach him not co trouble his Audicury 
with old herefies, which time hath confated, nor with to curious 
Caſes of Conſciences of chat nature, that ic is harder to finde che 
Caſe, chenthe Reſolution». Diſcret bebhawiewr will teach a Paſtor 
toenvy mol? agzin't the {innes of the preſent times, [T is well 
ma:k2-d of our Lord, that he never envyed fo mach again(t /do- 
Hatrie, Uſary and Sabbath-break ng, becauſe theſe were not the 
finnes of che Time and places he preached in, as againſt Firituall 
Pride, hypocriſie, and eraditione, which were chen molt predomi- 
nant amongit cheſe pzople, then ic ſhall alſo be looked upon as a 
#rſcret behzviour to whipe vices, but to ſpare Perſons, for by ree- 
ling and perſonall R-fl-x:ons, arid by baſe railing aÞerfions, this is 
Che reſulr, that thereby che hearts of the Righteoma are ſadded, 
and the hands of the wick-dare (trengchened, as is ro much pal- 
pable here-away, A diicret behaviexr will diſtinguiſh b:tweene 
blind Fxrie and cold Lake-warmneſſe. Adiſcrec behavienr will re= 
galate che Preacher fo, that be will endeavour more for choiſe 
matier, then for Ornaments made up of words, Ulually the plai- 
neſt drefſe is moſt ſubitanciall, Follow A«g*f#. Counſel! /ib. de 
Cucechit; rad. Preferre the ſentence to words, as the ſoule u preferred 
ro the body . Malem, ſayes he, veriores quam diſertrores tuyenire ſer- 
muones, ſicut mallem prudentiores qua formoſiores habere amices. keep 
berween biſe ſcurcilicie, and aff:&ed frothie gaudie ſpeech, O 
that wee would learne to ſpeake the pure language of [an441- ! 
Q chat every Paſtor might ſay with [sa1au,chap..5. 4 The ue 
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hath given we the tongue of the learned,that I would know how to ſpeak 
4 word is ſeaſon to him that ss weary! 

There is no bercer Pelpit-bebavionr then that which is mana- 
ged by humilitie, meckneſſe and C ondeſceuſion, A Teacher, as is well 
taid of AUGUST, ſhowld be ready both to teach and learne at once. Wee 
ſhould not be as loie proudly venting our own (onceits and ſin= 

wlarities, and difdaining all, ard flingirg at all, that ary way 
cantradict: us. Asif the Chayre were onely ours, wee the Gama 
licls, and all others che Pauls at our feer, Can prpde leade men 
to heaven ? it pryde did chorſt our of heaven proud Angels, will 
heaven let in proud Preachers? Remember That being a /fmi- 
Fer, than art the ſervant of all for (hriſts ſake. Learne of me matth. 
11. 28, ſeephil, 2. Hee hambled himſelf &c, Qur unticnelle, the 
ſublimitie of the Charge, the wcighr of che matter, 8 the great- 
neſle of Him whoſe Meſſage wee carry, may teach us co be 
humble. The pryde of Paulus Samoſatenss, of Arins,Pelagins, 
Atrins, was their ruine, beirg for ic deferred of God, & abhor- 
req of all good men. Avoide chen both Arrogancie and ſi/lineſſe, 
If men beleeved che preſence of Gad there, ard what he promiſes 
there, and bow ſadlie he will rebuke all affrev:s done to him 
there: O how humble,'O how ceverent would we be in our «p- 
proachs thicher ! Reverence, fervencie and humility, how.much are 
theſe requiſite in all our divine adminiſtrations ? Heare the ſame 
Baxter,ibiJ.p. 128. [ hate that preaching which tendeth to make 
the hearers laugh, or to move their mindes with tickling levity, and 
aſfett them as Stage-playes vſe to do, mm ſtead of affetting them with 4 
boly reverence of th: Name of God. 

That Behaviour in Gods houſe, is onely beſt of theſe who are 
deed pofleiT:d by che Holy Ghoſt, happy are theſethac are a- 
&R:dby him, and chat in all cheir wayesſavour of the things of 


the Spicic. A ſpirituall fraine in preaching, and in all other acts 


of ipiricualitie, is ſuch chae ſpiricaall bearers can diſcerne and re- 
Iiſh. Thece be ſomz that even when they ſpeak of ſpiricuall mat= 
ters, calk even of them not in a ſpiricuall, bur meere carnal] 


Wy, as if chey were bur common and triviall. Alace for this - 
obſerve, Thac commanly cheſe thar are learned men, are not. 


tne molt ſpiricuall men, [.{or- 1, 26, 27. Gregor. in his Moralls, 
lib. 33. Deas primo colligit indoftos, poſtmodum Philoſophos; et -nop 
per Oratores dociait Piſcatores, ſed per Piſcatores ſnhegis Oratares- 
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Remember theſe worthie ſpeeches of Paux, Rom. 1.11. //, 

18 ſee yon, that 1 may impart unts you ſome Firuuall gift. I,Ccor. 
2. 14. Spiritzall things are fpiritnally diſcerned, verſ, 15. The ſpt- 
ritzall men judgerhs all things, Gal. 6. 5. Tre which are Firitnall, 
reftore ſuch 4 mas, with the ſpirit of mecknes I.Cor.g.41,/there ic 
is ſuppuled ) that wee ſhould ſow fprritzall things. I Cor. 10.3. U- 
pon that, it is affirried, Thet all did eat the ſame fpirunall meat. & 
that all did drmk the ſame ſpiritnall drink, I.Cor. 14. 12. Be» 
leevers are there, Zealone of Spiritnell gifts. And why are Paſtors 
or Prophets thought to be fprriewall, (as l.Cor. 14.37 ? ) isit noc 
that men ſronld bee fpiritnally minded? Rom. v. 6 is icnot, Thee 
mew may bes built ap a Firituall houſe, an holy Priefthoedte offer up 
ipwunall ſacrifice as I. Pet.2.5.? 

Hee hath a good Pulpit bebaviear, that ſpeaks ſo to the capa« 
City of bearers, that ic is well underſtood by them. IT is often 
found rhe greateſt buſſinefle of an honeſt Minifter, to moke a 
needfull high point of Divinity plaine and evidentto Alphabera- 

rians, Painted obſcure Sermons arc like the painted glafſe inthe 
windowes that keep out che Light, and they ar to oft the marks 
of painted Hypecrites. Of old che Falentinians and Baflidiani, 
and of late che Swenkfeldrens, Weigelians, Enthuſiaſts ard the Pa+ 
racelſizns, purpolly obſcured cheir tantaiticall and fanaticall Opi- 
2i0u;, in obſcure and obſolec words, Thus chey masked their Er- 
rors; but Tracth ever loves the light of Evidence. And indeed 
there is no better way to make a good Caxſe prevaile, then co 
make ic asplain and throughly known, as wee can. Wee ſhould 
not be Barbarians one to another. Marke that of /ſaiab, chap, 
28. 11, cited by Pax!, I.Cor. 14. 21. With men of otber tongues 
will ] peak to them, &c. Aﬀeted obſcaritie in revealing divine 
Trwueths, looks both fin«lyke as alſo fudgement-like, 

Miniſters ſhould remember what Paxl bath, /.Cor. 4. 20. The 
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ted rather Vſ/arpers of Dominion, then Perſwaders of che minds 
of men to che erxerh. That is a golden Rule that Gregor ibid. hath. 
Aliſcenda eft lenitas cum ſeveritate, et faciendum ex viraq. quoddam 
femperamentimn, vt nec mult afperuate exnlcerentur ſwhditr nec n- 
emi benignitate ſolvanter, Away then on the one hand, with baſe 
Conmlandh; and on the other, with dogged ſevertrie, 

All our Behavionr relating tothe Flock, ſhould be carried on 
in tender /ove tothem. It was a good word of Pas!, I.Cor. 16. 
24. 2) love be with you ell. Marke another, II.Cor, 11.11, Why? 
becauſe I love you not? God knoweth. Anda third, II.Cor. 12. 15, 
Though the more I loye you, the leſſe I be loved of you, Wee ſhould 
make them ſee, that our /oye is to their ſowules, to their Siriruall 
good: that notbing pleaſes us more, then what prcfics them, and 
that nothing troubleth vs more, then their burt. We muſt be as 


ox; 


Fathers to them, rill Chrift be formed in them. Wee may be ſureof 


this, that when che people ſhall ſce vs unfainedly love them, they 
will heare us, and beare with us, and follow as the more willing- 
lie and ſpeedily. How can it be otherwiſe when they ſee, That 
we end aud are FFent for their ſakes? yet this is not ſaid, to remove 
all ſharpzeſſero them, as inconfiſtant with /oave. O no ! Parents 
will correct their Cbi/dren, fo doth GOD, ſo ſhould the Xſinsſter. 
O but letthere be mutuall /ove! 

I adde bur one word yet as co this Love; let there be Love alſo, 
Concord and Communion amongſt bretheren, amongſt the Guids of 
Flocks, O that wee were ſtudious or ſenſible of the benefits of 
Union 8 Peace, and would not only bearken unto, but clofe and 
proſecute all motions of Peace, torepaire qur breaches! O what 
a ſad Behaviozr is it, to bee the Leaders of Diyifons, to fomenc 
them? If ſome men had endeavoured either to prevent or to 
heal Rents and Divifions, yea if they had not been tooinftrumen- 
tall buth for their riſe and increaſe, then no ſuch Aximoſities,ren« 
6ings, beart-burnings,revilings, & ſelfe-ſeekings had been amongſt 
us, no ſach miſrepreſentations of us, or of our way, who are ſtill 
for che Liberties of this poore rent Kirk. But ſince ſo needlcſlie 
and anjuſtlie theſe men in this kirk have and do kythe both by 
word and write againſt as, to the great offence of che Reformed 
Churches abroad, to the further weakning of unſtable ſowles a« 
monegſt vs, and to the great ſtrenzchening of the common. Exe- 
ie; | muſt needs now hold cut Sane paſſages of their bebapioary 
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or rather miſochaviour carrying a great Antitheſis or Repugnancy 
to chat good behavionr that Paul defiresin a B:ſhop, I. Tim. 3.2, 
nay parallelchcir way towards us, wich moſt of all che Direttions 
and Canons he preſcribs in theſe three Epiitles, and then ler any 
impartiall man judge, how far chey have (tarted aſide. I ſhal bur | 
in{tancein ſom? few particulars. 

Tit, 3. 2. ic is ſaid, Speak evill of no manu, I ask, is this obeyed, 
when in publick and in private they call us Mel gnants, Reſolutio- 
ners, Aiſowners of former Principles, Overturuers of the worſhip, go- 


 wverament, and diſcipline of thiz Kirk, as the little ſcurrill cankerd 


Pamphlet ſpeaks? To raile in the pulpit agaiaſt honelt peaceable 
Miniſters, and chen to deny it, when they are challenged? asto 


| ſay of fome of us, there is nothing of God in us, wee were never 
fora good twrne, &c. Is this a healing behay:;our  O no, Theſe 


and che like maks che wound che more incurable;as for exawple, 
That vyle Zy/ell ſent up co Londonann. 1656 againſt this Synod, 
wherein I may truely ſay, there were as many Lies as Lines; how 
can ic ſavour of /ove or peace, ſince it was ſo full of «ntruerths? If 
any would own it, hee ought coundergo a moſt ſharp Cenſure. 
Love deth not behave it ſelf unſeemlic, it thinketh no evil, I.Cor. 13, 
I5: but they dare not own ic; The Lord rebuke that /ieing Fire. 

I. Tim. 4. 15. itis ſaid, Grve thy ſelf wholly ro them, that isto | 
che neceſſarie daites of thy (alling. I ask, is their gaddings abroad -| 


from their ({«lings, ( I ſhall aor ſpeak much of ſome of chem in= 


vyolving themſelves into other meas ſecular «fires, though for. 
bidden by che Apoſtle, /7.T:m.2.4. condemned by anticnt Coun- 
cells, & by the As of ourKirk ) Their making uncharitableand 
Illegall Excerfoxs into che pariſhes of honeſt bretbren,todraw in 
fillie Proſeles, and in their trotting up and down, here & there, 
to brag, That if Paul were not of their judgement, they would 
not beleeve him, a pious Behaviour ? 

I. Tim. 5. 21. Pawl ſay2s, / (harge thee, that thou obſerve theſe 


- things withomt prejudice, doing nothing by partialitie. Task, if it be a 


good behaviour, to kythe prejudice fo far againſt a lawfull (all, of 
an honeſt able Miniſter co a deſolat Place, and yet neither can or 
will give any reaſon, why they oppoſe ic ? Is not this Partialitie 
yea let ſowles ſtarve to death, ere they quite their prejudrce. Is this 
a Behaviewr anbyailed, ſelfe-denied, gnprejudiced, and impar- 
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I Tim. 5, 22, Lay hand: ſaddenly 01 0 may, I ask, if it be a be= 


| baviour ſtable to that precepe, to intrude a man upon a Chri- 


{tian Congregation and Seffion, wholly againſt their (af and 
deſire, and then run-away to the Powers ro own their dilorderlie 


behavioxr, through cheir miſinformatious and miſtatin [4 the que- * 


flwons > Did nor che Arians in Egype, and Alexandria fo? and ſo 
the Donatift ? | 
Paul 1. Tim. 5.19. ſaieth, Againſt an Elder receive not an Accu 

ſation, but before two or three witneſſes. Yet the behavioxr of the Au» 
rhors of theliccle angry Pamphlct is, tourge an inguiſition upon a 
Miniſter, wichourt Libell or Aceuſer, or if an Accuſer be, hee is 
ſmoothed with che Name of an [»former, and if he ſuccumbe in 
probation, their Jeale admits no retalierion. Now our diſowning of 
this dangerous principle and practiſe is one Cawſe, as they lay, 
that we have fallen from former ſound Profeſſions and Engage- 
ments. | 

Heb. 10.25. it is ſaid, Not forſaking the Aſſembling of our ſel- 
ve1 together, as the manner of = #. Notwirhitanding of this De- 
hortation, the Behaviour of ſome of our Diſſenters, is to abſent 
chemſelves from our Sywods: 1. Becauſe they cannot now fir at 
the Helme, and command all, as they pleaſe. 2. Some of them 
have beento buſfie coprocure Warrants that we meete not in Sy- 
ned, or if we meete, and take to our conſideration the grievances 
'given in againſt their Novations, then they can, yea have procu- 
red a warrant from theſe in Power to raiſe us. 3. The Diotrephe- 
ſes amongſtchem willnot aſſemble, becauſe, as one of late co- 


pared our Syned to Beals 400 falſe Prophets, and himſelfto Afi- 
.cajaby ( when he had lictle to food bis Hearers with, but windie 


lies,) and called us Carr melignantine. 4. Some ofthem abſenr 
themſelves, bzcauſe they are Nentralr, Clandicants,wylic, reſolved 
to offend none. ( theſe who are neither hote or cold, God will ſpew 
them ont of his month,) Rev. 3.16. 5. Some of them are ſochur- 
liſh, niggard and 5{:beraf, that they will abſent, leſt they ware. a 
penny on publick eff#irer,ſure none of theſe is that good bebaviour 
that PauL wills to be in a Biſhop, I.Tim.3.2. 

I will give them a touch of Davids behaviour, and let any judge 
and compare that of David, with cheirs. | | 

Pal, 131. Verſ. 2, it is ſaid, Surely I have bebaved and quieted 
my ſclf as a Child that « weaued &c, 1 ask, if it be a Humble be- 
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baviear, tocry up themſelvesto be the ſober party, the Godly par- 
ty, the generalitic of the Godly tm the Land, &c. Was notthisthe 
ordinarie tyord of the Dexarrit, che Nopatian-, the Cathariff. 
nod volumus ſanttnns eft. what wee will is holie. Uſe they not 
the ſame arguments againſt us, in their bitter Pamphlets, which 
the old Separat:fis uſed againſt ({yprian, Avguſ. and Optarrm ? 


which God-willing erelong I purpoſe to make ont at length. 
Plal. 35. 14.it is ſaid, / behaved my ſelfe as thongb hee bad 
been my brother or friend [s it a brotherly Behaviogr, to count the 
pluralicieVE,Conſtunents in a Spuod unſound; becauſe a pluralitie, 
asthe birt} Pampbler hatb, & they are not ro be intrulted with 
the «faireFof Crit, and all becauſe tbey are a pluralicie ? Was 
it a bcotherly behaviour of a Non-nems, tO call our Syned a Wice 
ked (ombinaton. ? 
David in plal. 101. 2. profeſleth, That hee will behave himſclfe 
Wiſe, 2 4 perfeB way; I atk, isit a Wiſe Conrſe or behavioar, tO 
urge Extrajudicial Meetings asthe onely meane to heal, fitt, and 
compole our Differences, and to purge out ſcandelouws Xlinſters 8 
Elders ? and thelc Meetings to be of equa]l number of diflentirg 
in judgement, as tothe queſtion anent publick Reſolutions ? ard 
theſe Delegats from Synods, to have a Negative voice over Syrods 
ſolong ac lcaſt, till compoſing and purgir'g bee cloſed? Is this a 
Court of Chriiſts inftitution ? or is it not rather more then the 
Prelatick Power over Synods > Huw excentrick is this to our efta- 
bliſhed Government boih by as of this Kirk, and Laws of this 
Land,lert any judge? 
IT is ſaid 1ſai. 52. 13. Behold my ſervant ſball deale pradently. I 


-- ask,if it be a prudent zealous Behaviour of ſome of theſe men, 


ſtill co cry out for purging. when as their own Principles & attings, 
cloflie obſtro@ that wurking ? That is, ( according to them, ) 


\ Though a fudicatorie proceed never ſo conſcientionſly and juſily, yet 


the Party (enſurcd « ftil the Supream fudge onearth, of all their 
proceedings, and of bu own attmgs alſo, in relation to their fentewce, 
and ill be be convinced, bee muſt ſuffer nothias, but coumera# at 
bis pleaſare, ſoz&edrthe Arianafter che 1. of Nice, ſothe 44rmi- 
2:ar after that of Dore, ſothe old Donariſt afcer the third Coun- 
ccil of Carthage, ſo do the Socinians now. Andafter theexarople 
of thefe Remonſirators ſo may any now, tobe purged our, and ſo 


ries; 


hn 
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riee, Whereas it is the conſtant judgement of ſound Divixes, that 
even an unjuſt Sentence (though in foro i#terno it do not obliege 
the Conſcience ) yet in foro externe, it being the aff of a lawfull 
?aadicatory, it is ſo far valid, that a man cannot in reaſon deny 
ſubmiſſion to it, atleaſt paſſive, for in this caſe, wee hold the Party 

rieved ovght to ſubmic to the ſenteuce, not onely till the Appeal 
fon diſcuftcd, bur alſo after, it cbe Appeal bee diſcuſſed againſt 
bim, And as the late Review of ProteFers not ef. bath, which if 
he ſobmic not unto, he ſinnes againſt God, that is, incon:em- 
ring the lawfull Randing Amrhor:ty of the Kirk, by making a 
ſthiſme, by declyning that whereto God calls bim. Now what a 
Scandalous behaviour (to keep tbe terme of my TexT/y) istheir 
anſwere to this? to wit, That owr Kirk of Scotland # now knſornd, 


ſeep. 116. of that bitter BiTT. Let ary judge, if this expoſeth_ 


nor their Mother-kirk to the ludibrie of all Adverſaries ? The 
Auchors cited by che Review, p. 117. and elſwhere ſay, That us 
caſe of difference of judgement between the Fndge and the Party con- 
eerning the nature of a y Jen pronounced, aud when nenher of them 
& able to convince the other, the judgement of the fudge ought to carry 
it, 4s to the Parties paſſive Obeatence, and that hee us net tocounteratt 


gntill another 7udicatorte repeal that ſemence. For this Paſſive ſab» 


e1ſſion, as is well marked by them, is a notable meane between 
finfull Obedience, and ſchiſmaticall Conmeralting. 

I.Cor. 13, 7. Paxlſayes there, That (haritie beleepeth all things, 
hopeth all things, indureth all things, I ask, is it a Charicable Ex- 
prefiion, to call all che means wee have uſcd for healing & union, 
in our papers; declarations,meetings & conferences, meer 2ock- 
remedies, if ſo be thar wee will not diſown theſe twolswtoll 
Generall Aſſemblies, ann. 1651. 1652? although our Profefiions 
who own chem till, arenoc to impoſe on their judgements, ſo 
that in praficables they joine wich us, And that wee are contert 
theſe Cenſures be taken off ( which till wee thick were juſt )* 
providing there be no counteraQiing, 

- Pag.67. Is it a ſutable or Goſpel-like Behaviour, ſo far to 
fpicc into their others face, as to urge a defett:on from the 
Trucths profeſſed in this Church, by peticioning for a vaſt and 
Hlegall Toferatien? and tocallira Geofþel priviledge,and the Swb- 
| ſertbers of it, the Wel-affefted, alchoogb they juine with the gas» 
&&rn, petitionating the. lame? i the quakeri as cothat, 
| | 2s 
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as isin the 7 page of cheir ſcurrilons Avioradverſions upon the 
worthy Teſtimony of Edinbargh Prexbyterie. 

Page 67. Is it a peaceable and GoiÞ:1-brbaviexr, tocallthe E- 
gzinent Pillars of chis Ki. k Apoſtater, for giving that jult anſwere 
cothe Pacliaments £ycrie, which all ſound D:vines beyond ſeas 
have owned as orthodox and juſt? and of late in [ly laſt, leat- 
ned D. Few in formall words had this exprefſion of cheſe 
D:ſſenters, wrictenin a Letter to a friend of mine, Theſe peeviſb 
men ſrem te be poſſeſſed with judiciall blindueſſe, ſmce worſe men thE 
any in S:otland, were bound to defend ther Countrey and what is 
deare to them, agam? all Forra:gne unjuit invaſions, all bauing 4+ 
like intereſt, as to thats. | 

Let us thea duly conceive, That ſuch Unſuteble bebayienrt 
may be a m-ane bath ſtrong S& ſad, to unchurch this NaTion, 
to mak; our S114 go down even at uoone-day, to put 4 bill of diyorce 
into our hands, tac for cheſe, the Lord may in juitice lay us aſides 
anJ cell as, that hee hath n2 more work, to be done by or among} na. 
Bar if chs Lord be ac this time, in anſwere to the prayers of 
his ſeryancr, 28 would ſeem, ro open 4 door of bope,let us relinquiſh. 
andcatt off what everir be, chat may vppo!c or hinder fo. ſeaſo-. 
nable a mercie. Andcochat end, let us endeavour, to ſerve one an= 
ether in love, ta beare the tnfirmities of the weake, to build #p each 
ether in our mot boly faith. that wze _ be diligent in the con= 
ſcienciuas performance af che ſeverall duties of our Callings, 
thac we may keep our ſe'v2s unſpaced, or tainted with the Core 
yeptions of cheſe backſl-ling times, ſuch as are Pop:ſh deluſions, 
doating on errors, finfull ſeparations, endleſſe divifious, Profeiuncſſe, 
Prelatiks imparitiecoupalpible in ſome Minilters, even in a prove 

fellzd peritie,3P che too buffic adyancement of ſelfe, or private inte« 
refls. Now for che ſp:edy and right avoiding of cheſe and ſuch 
fpiricuall Rocks, lex us ſeriouflic lay co heart theſe following 
powerfull /yſt-uFious, ſo much canducing to the furtherance of 
a Godlis ind learned Miniftery. Which werein che Antient kirk 
requiceJcobe had by hearc, andanſwered unto, atche Ozpie 
wAT10 & of Jurrancs, a3 an Amnulert or preſervative for Good beha» 
viour, — [, Tim. 4. 7. Exerciſe thy ſelf unto godlinefſe, Ge. _-— 
T. Cim- 4- 12. bethow an example te beleevers, 1 word, incouverſae 


3599, in faith, &c. 2 |; 
L. Tim, 4, 16: Take heed wate thy ſelfy and fits the deftrins : ; 
wa aa. 


4 . 
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F. Tim. 6. 12. Fight the yood fight of farh, fe. 
I. Tim. 6.13.14. / charge thee n the fight of God, that thow keep 
this Commander ont without For. fc. 
I. Cim. 6, 20. O Timothy, keep that which & commined to thy trufts 
gvoiding prophane and vain bablings, and 9pp0junns of ſciences, faiſty 
04 led, of 
{i Tim. 1.6. Stirre wp the giſt of God that 77 in thee, 
H.Tim. 1. 1;. Hold faſt the forme of ſound words, &c; 
H. Tim. 1. 11. That good thing which was committed ants thee, keep 
by the Ho'y Ghoſt which dwelleth 1 we, 
H. Tim, 2.22. Flee alſo youtbfull lufis : bur f.llow Righteonſneſſe, 
Faith, Charity, peace, with them that call on the Nam of the Lard 
ont of a pare heart, 
IH. Tim. 4. 2. Preach the Word, be inflant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon. 
I. Tim. 4. 5, But watch thou in all things, endure affiif}ions, do ths 
work of an Evangeliſt, make full proofe f thy Muniftery. 
I Tim. 4.13.14 15. Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
dofirine. 14. Neglett not the gift that is in thee. 1 5» Meditats upon 
theſe things, give thy ſelfe wholly ro them, : 
It. Cim. 2. 14. (arging them before the Lord, that they ſtrive net 
about words, to uo profice, but tothe ſubverting of the hearers. 
Il. Cim. 3. 14. But continue then in the things, which tho haft 
learned, and bit been «fſfured of. 
Tit. t. 9. Holding faſt the fauhfa!ll word, as bee bath beentaughts 
that be may «ble &e. 
Tir. 2, 1. But peck chouthe things which become ſound doftrine. 
Tie. 3.8. Ta:ſe things [ will tha thys affi-me conſtantly, that they 
which bavebeleeved in God. might be caref oll ro maintain good works, 
Tic 3. 10. Hemther i an Herotich, after the firſt aud ſecond adiwee 
witietto, rejett. TID 
*. GlorybetotheeOGod! F1N1gs, 


